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ſtill due by the Law of the Land, although they have by 
been unjuſtly ſubſtracted ever fincs, the Statute f the . 
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of the Realm. 2 FER > wy Rag 2 | 

_ — |. | 
By Hearse oss D. D. Dean of Norwich. B 


printed tor Robert Clavel, at The Peacock in St. Pa . 


* — 
7 3 IF. * . — * 


77 
A 
7 
1 


. _ 
" 5 2 we Neon. * Tard. I: "VF \ 4A | * * - 
4 * ” W- 5 a 5 5 = 
+ I * 4 1 \ ww | 
— 1 * ' * « 2 
n * 23 — & s % A. 
— — — —— — — —— my" 
" . 2 , 1 «do 2 * W 
— — | — #14 ' & 
7 n 1 7 2 * , g * iy * 
— 4 . 4 0 1 
3x ; * 5 
* 1 
— þ 
* 


The Author's Abfence from the Preſs has occaſioned the 
following Errors. | 


AGE 3. Line 26. read 1638. p. 8. 1.18. r. ſo that. p. 12. l. 34. r. 45 
well as of. p. 19. l. 22. r. as if God had determined it bimſelf. p. 3 1 1. 19. 
r. ſuture Reſumptisns. p. 35. 1.19. r. aud there. p. 37. I. 13. r. the great. 
P- 46. I. 8. r. or put on 4 Spirit. p. 54. J. 15. f. as we beve. p. 57. I. 3.7 ws | 
wry 13. I. 3. P. 62. l. 9, I» Pariſhes thus divided. p. 64 l. 15. r. the greateſt 
each, | 4 


An AW AR Doof King Charles the Firſt, 


under his Broad-oea!, ſettling two Shil- 
lings of the Pound out of the Rents. 
of Houſes in Norwich for the Mainte- 
nance of the Parochial Clergy of that 


City. | 


HARLES by the Gtace of God, King of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, ac. greeting. Cihereas upon a Petition 
pꝛeſented unto us in the Name of the Parſons, 

Cicars, and Curates, within our City of Norwich, com: 

plaining, that the moſt of them had neither Certainty, no2 

Competency fo2 the means of their Living, but were koz⸗ 

ced to depend upon the over-\mall and arbitrary Benevo⸗ 

lence of the People; e our ſelves were pleaſed at our 

Council-board at White-hall, Jan. 2 1. 1637. to hear, as weil 

the Petitioners, and our Attoꝛney General on their Behalf, 

as ſome of the Magiſtrates and Citizens of our ſaid City, 


and their Council, concerning the Truth of the laid Com- 


plaint, And afterward firting in Council, April 1. 1638. 
we received two Writings, 02 Acts of tree aud voluntary 
Submiſſion unto cur Royal Judgment and Determina⸗ 


tion; the one of which (Uritings was as followeth, 


To our moſt Gracious Sovereign Low Charles, by the 
Gꝛace of Gov, of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, 
Ring. Defender of the Faith &cc. Ie pur Pajeſty's moſt 
humble and devoted Subjects, the Mapoz, Sheriffs, Citt- 
3ens, and Commonalty of the City of Norwich, do moſt 


humbly certify, That at a Common Connctl holden in the 
N : - Than 


(2) 
Chamber of the Guild hall of the City of Norwich, the 
firteenth day of March, in the thirteenth Pear of your Ma⸗ 
ſeſty's moſt happy Reign befoze Robert Sumpter, Mayo of 
the ſaid City, Tho. Cory, Alexander Anguiſh, Chriſtopher 
Barrett, John Toly, Richard Harman, Henry Lane, William 
Goſtlyn, John Loveland, Thomas Carver, Richard Ward, 
Thomas Barber, and John Thacker, Aldermen, and John 
Lombe, and Matthias Sotherton, Sheriffs of the ſaid City 
of Norwich, and the gzeater number of the Commoners 
of the Common Council of the ſaid City aſſembled then 
and there among other things it is.cnacted, viz. The ſatd 
Court of Common Council in all humblenels have ſub: 
mitted themſelves to your Majeſty's moſt gracious Judg⸗ 
ment and Award, tcuching the Oiffterence depending be- 
foze your Maſeſty between the Parſons and Uicars ot Nor- 
wich, and the Pariſhioners of the leveral Pariſhes of the 
lame concerning Tithes. In witneſs whereof,Uie, the (ſaid 
Mapoz, Sheriffs, Citizens, and Commonalty of the ſaid 
City of Norwich, have cauſed the Common Seal of the 
faid City to be hereunto put. Dated in the laid Chamber 
of the Guild-hall of the City of the Norwich, the ſixteenth 
day of March, in the thirteenth Pear of your Yajeſty's 
__ bappy Reign of England, Scotland, France, and Ire- 
and. 

Fo? further Cxplanation whereof, the above- named aAl⸗ 
dermen, Alexander Anguiſh and John Toley, pꝛokeſſing 
that they had ſufitcient Do wer from the laid City, touch⸗ 
ing the band Subauſion did declare, That the Stipendiary 
Miniſters 87 the latd City were not lels intended in that 
their da, altho' none but the Darlons and Gtcars were 
mentioned in the lame. | 


And the other of the above- named Writings were in theſe 
lords, 


Auguſtiſſimo in Chriſto Principi, ac Sacratiſſimo Domino 
meo, Domino Carolo Dei gratia, Angliæ, Scotiæ, Franciæ, 
& Hiberniz, Regi, Fidei Defenſori, &c. Humillimus veſter 
& devotiſſimus ſervus Mathæus permiſſione divina Norvi- 
cenſis Epiſcopus cum omni veneratione humiliter ſignificat, 


quod 


* 8 . 
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(3) 


quod primo die Martii jam incurrentis Rectores, Vicarii, 


& Curati Eccleſiarum Parochialium infra Civitatem veitram 
Norvicenſem, & libertates ejuſdem, in conſiſtorio Epiſco- 
pali Norvicenſi ſponte comparentes coram Clemente Corbet, 
Legum Doctore, Vicario meo in Spiritualibus Generah, 
Schedulam quandam de ſubmiſſione per iplos facta in cauſa 
ſuorum reſpective ſtipendiorum, & alimoniarum, prout ſe- 
reniſſimæ veſtræ Majeſtrati placuerit arbitrart inter ipſos, 
& dictæ Ciwitatis Incolas, unanimiter exhibuerunt, ean- 
demq; per unum ipſorum vice & nomine reliquorum pub- 
lice perlectam Dioceſano ſuo tranſmitti petierunt, prout ex 
dicta ſchedula præſentibus annexa pariter cum dicti V icarii 
mei Generalis certigcatorio plenius apparet. Ego vero præ- 
fatus Mathæus Epiſcopus Norvicenſis dictum Cleri Norvi- 
cenſis conſenſum, diftamq; ſubmiſſionem in annexa ſchedu- 
la cum nominum ſuorum, & cognominum ſubſcriptione ſi- 
gillata munitam authoritate mea Epiſcopali, quantum de 
jure poſſum, confirmo, & ratifico, necnon pro Rectoribus 


Eccleſiarum Sancti Edmundi, & Sancti Petri de Hungate, 


& Sancti Michaelis ad Placita jam vacantium aſſenſum & 
conſenſum meum Epiſcopalem antedictæ fubmiſſioni ad 
omnem juris effectum, quantum in me eſt, præbeo atque 
Canonice exhibeo. In quorum omnium fidem ſigillum meum 
Epiſcopale præſentibus appoſui. Datum in Adibus meis in- 
fra ſepta Eccleſiæ veſtræ Collegiatæ Sancti Petri Weſtmona- 
ſterienſis triceſimo die Martii, Anno Domini 1683. & Se- 
reniſſimæ veſtræ Majeſtatis Regni Anno decimo quarto - 
And the Schedule annexed was this. 

In Dei nomine Amen, Coram vobis Clemente Corbet 
Legum Doctore Reverendi in Chriſto Patris, ac Domini 
Domini Mathæi permiſſione divina Norvicenſis Epiſcopi, 
Vicario in Spiritualibus Generali, ac Curiæ ejuſdem Con- 
ſiſtorialis Nor vicenſis Officiali principali legitime conſtituto, 
Nos Rectores, Vicarii, atque Curati Eccleſiarum Parocha- 
lium infra Civitatem Norvicenſem, & Libertates ejuſdem, 
conſiderantes, quod variæ querelæ, & controverſiæ circa ſo- 
lutionem decimarum, oblationum, aliorumque jurium Ec- 


cleſiaſticorum, ſive Penſionum, aut quocunque alio nomine 
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(4) | 
cenſeantur, aut cenſenda ſint, annua ſtipendia, atque ſala- 
ria, quæ de ſingulis reſpective Parochiis infra Civitatem & 
libertates prædictas pro ſuſtentatione, & alimonia noſtra, 
quocunque modo ſolvi ſolent, aut debent, jam pridem or- 
tz motæq; fuerint inter nos ex una parte, Civeſq; & Inha- 
bitantes dictæ Civitatis & Libertatum ex altera, necnon 
quod ſpe ſtabiliendæ pacis & concordiæ imperpetuum inter 
partes prædictas circa præmiſſa dilecti fratres noſtri Foulco 
Roberts Sacræ Theologiæ Baccalaureus, & Gulielmus Al- 
louſon Artium Magiſter, nuper in ſereniſſimum in Chriſto 
Principem & Dominum noſtrum Carolum Angliæ, Scotiæ, 
Franciæ, & Hiberniæ Regem, Fidei defenſorem, &c. nomi- 
ne ſuo noſtroque cum conſenſu Reverendi in Chriſto Patris 
ac Domini Domini Mathæi Nor vicenſis Epiſcopi ſupradicti, 
inque præſentia dicti Domini Regis verbo tenus compromi- 
ſer unt. Idcirco nos antedicti Rectores, Vicarii, & Curati 
in majorem præmiſſorum fidem & ſtabilimentum omne 
jus, titulum, & intereſſe noſtra in præmiſſis, aut circa eadem, 
per præſentes cum omni, qua par eſt humilitate, & vene- 
ratione, pro nobis & ſucceſſoribus noſtris ſubmittimus, & 
omnino ſubjicimus judicio, arbitramento, placito, & finali 


determinationi Auguſtiſſimi Domini Regis antedicti, ſpon- 


demuſque & ſancte promittimus, nos ratum, gratum, ſan- 
ctumque habituros imperpetuum, quicquid Auguſtiſſimo 


Domino noſtro Regi Carolo antedicto placuerit, in & circa 


præmiſſa ordinare, ſtatuere, & determinare. Deus optimus 
maximus auguſtiſſimam Regis Caroli Majeſtatem, ſereniſ- 
ſimam Reginam Mariam, excellentiſſimum Principem Ca- 
rolum, reliquamque Regiam proſapiani diutiſſime ſerver 
incolumes, annorumque tandem ſaturos in Cœleſtis Throni 
gloriam, fed ſeros evehat. 

Sahſeribea with i, Names of thirty one of the aforeſaid Parſons, 

cars, and Cur ates. | 

CALC BAVLLY weft and maturely conſidered the Whole Bute 
nels, and ot our auncely Soodneis intending ts pꝛoudeſlome 
Competencies ot Livelihood and Halntenance, of which the 
Clergp of that City ſhall be duly aud legally aſcertatied, 
thereby to cut off all future occaſion of complaint and con- 


rroverſy 


tr overſy in that behalf, and to ſettle Peace and a mutual 
Coꝛreſpondence of Love and Amity between the laid Clergy 
and the Inhabitants of our ſaid City, do by theſe pꝛeſents 
declare and expꝛeſs our final Determination, Arbiterment, 
and Award between all Parties bekoꝛe mentioned in Foꝛm 
us followeth. 228 
- Fozaſmuch as it is given us to underſtand, that the Jn- 
habitants of our City of London do pay fo2 their Tithes 
Unto their Miniſters after the rate of two ſhillings and nine 
pence in the pound, and that in our City of Canterbury, 
the Inhabitants of one Pariſh do pay accozding to theſame 
rate, and in all the other Pariſhes there akter the rate of 
two Hilling and ſir pence, and that in our City of Coven- 
try by Aa of Parliament Quarto & Quinto Philippi & 
Mariæ the Maintenance of their Biniſters is pꝛovided at⸗ 
ter the rate of two ſhillings in the pound, which rate not 
only fs allowed by the general courſe of the Canon Law, 
by wap of Tithes pro penſionibus Domorum, but alſo is 
now obſerved and paid in ſome Pariches within the Coun⸗ 
ties of Middleſex, Eſſex, Kent, and Surry, adjoining to 
'Otir City of London, and that leſs than the (aid rate of 
two ſhillings in the pound, is no where accuſtomed and 
eſtabliſhed. (Tie therekoze award, ozder, and Decree, that 
the (aid rate of two ſhif{iips in the pound, and fo pꝛopoz⸗ 
tionably fc2 every leſier 0: Meat. Rent oꝛ Ualue,ſhall from 
hencekozch fo2 ever be Tac, id papable in every Pariſh 
within our ſaid City of Norwich, and the Liberties thexe⸗ 
ok, in lieu of Titves, accowding to the Rates and Ualueg 
of all Houſes, Sbops, Sheds, Ware-houirs, Cellars, 
and Gaults, and of all UMater mils, Mind mills, and 
-Poxſe-mills, and of all Standings, and Stalls in the 
Streets, and Markets, and of all Bꝛick uns, Tile-kiins, 
- and Lime kilns, and of all {Wharfs, Pards, D2chards, 
. Gardens, TUaters, and Ponds, and of al! other Ozounds, 
Edilices, 02 Buildings whatſsrver, with the laid ſeveral 
_ Pariſhes, and be paid by the Owners oꝛ Occupters of any 
ok the Pꝛemiſſes unto the Mimiſters, whether they be {Þar- 


. fon, icor, or Stipendiary Pzieſt of that Pariſh, wherein 
; any 
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(6) 
any of the ſaid particulars are ſcituate and being, 02 whereof 
the ſame have fo2 the ſpace of twentyYears laſt paſt by occa- 


ſion ot any conſolidation, union, pꝛeſcription, ulage, oꝛ cuſtom ö 


been commonly taken and reputed to be. 

And our Mill, and oval Pleaſure, and Decree is, that the 
ſaid rates and values ſhail be taken, and accounted accozding 
to the true pearly Rent oꝛ Rents, foꝛ which any of the partt- 
culars atoꝛeſaid, are now demiſed and letten, oꝛ to? which they 
are now reaſonably worth and fairly to be demiled and letten 
by the Pear, and fo2 which they ſhall and mayhereafter trom 
time to time be pearly demiled and letten, without taking any 
Fine fo2 the ſame, oꝛ uſing any other device oꝛ conveyance, 
by which the whole true yearly Ualue and Rent may in any 
wiſe-be diſguiſed, leſſened, defaulked oz abated. 

And we further declare, oꝛder, and award, that the ſaid 
Payment ſhall be made every Quarter rateably, that fs to 


lap, at the Feaſts of St. Michael the Archangel,the Birth of 


our Lord God, the Annunciation of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
and of St. John the Baptiſt,o2 within ſir. days atter every of 
the ſaid Feaſts fozever. The firſt Payment to be made at 


the Feaſt of St. Michael the Archangel next following after 


the date of theſe peſents. And in caſe it ſhall happen that 
any Berſon oꝛ Perſons wharſoever ſhall at any time refuſe 
to pay unto the Miniſter of any Parich within the ſaid City, 
and the Liberties thereof, accowing to the rate thus by us 
determined, oꝛ any parcel as above ſpeciſied, and being 02 re. 
puted to be ſcituate within the ſaid Parich, o2 ſhall conceal 
and refuſe to declare what the true Rent of the lame is, oꝛ if 
any Queſtion, Difference, oꝛ Controverſy ſhall at anytime 
hereafter ariſe touching the true Rent 02 Reuts, oꝛ the true 

and reaſonable value o2 values ot any of the Pꝛemiſſes, our 
Nopal Oꝛder, Decree, and Determination is, that the ſame 
tall be heard and determined either in our High Court of 
Chancery, oꝛ in the Conſiſtozy of the Btſhops ot Norwich, 
as to the ſaid Miniſters ſhall be found meet to make their 
compiatnt,to be pꝛocteded in accowing to the oꝛdinary courſe 
of the laid Courts fo? all other Cauſes, and that in this caſe 

onr Royal Mrit of Pꝛohibition againſt the Biſhops of Nor- 


wich 


(7). 


/ wich, 02 their Chancellozs, Commiſlaties,Officials, 02 theit 
*Surrogates in the ſaid Court of Conſiſtozy ſhall not be 
gꝛanted. And it any ſuch TUrit be at any time obtained out 
ok any of our Courts of Juſtice contrary to this our Decree 
and Arbitration, our Ropal TUill and Pleaſure is, that upon 
ſight of this our Award and Determination, the Judge 02 
Judges of the laid Court ſhall foꝛthwith gꝛant a conſultation 
to the behook of the Miniſter craving che lame, with his rea⸗ 
ſonable Toſts and Charges fo2 the ſame; and to this end 
our expꝛels Mill and Pleaſure is, that this our pꝛeſent 
Abard and Determination ſhall be iſſued and confirmed 
under our G2eat Seal ok England, and ſhall he recoꝛded 
in our ſaid High Court of Chancery, and alſo in the ſaid 
'Conſiſtozp Court of the Biſhop of Norwich. 
Pꝛovided nevertheleſs, that it any of our loving Subjects 
inhabiting within our laid City, and the Liberties thereof, 
ſhall at any time find juſt cauſe ofgrievance againſt the Pꝛo⸗ 
ceedings of the ſaidCourt of Conſiſtoꝛp, touching any of the 
Bꝛemiſſes, they ſhall not by this our Determination be 
pꝛecluded from any ſuch legal Appeal oꝛ Appeals, as in any 
other Caule oꝛ Cauſes is accuſtomed. 
And further, Me do oder and decree, that if within any 
ok the Pariſhes of our ſaid City of Norwich, and the Liber- 
tiesthereof,anyCom-ground,Root-g2zound,Saffron-g2ound 
oꝛ Weld-g2ound now be, oꝛ at any time hereafter ſhall be, the 
ſame ſhall herein be always and wholly excepted, as not in- 
tended to be any waycompaiſed within this our final Award 
and Determination, but to be left in the ſame ſtate and con- 
dition, wherein any ſuch G2ounds are known to be within the 
ſaid City andtheLibertiesthereof,andto pay their accuſtom'd 
Cithes, acoꝛding as is already by any uſage oꝛ Lam eſtabliſh'd. 
And we do mozeover declare, that our Royal Award and 
Decree is, That the Chaplain of our Hoſpital of St. Giles 
within our ſatd City ſhall from time ta time fozever yearly 
have, receive, and enjoy the Benefit of this our Oecree and 
Determination, as touching the Pariſhioners and Inhabi⸗ 
tants ofthe Pariſh of St. Helens annexed to the ſald Ha- 
ſpital, over and above the Annual Salary on 4 
. | enty 
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twenty pounds, 02 thereabout, which is now paid unto him 


out of the Kevenues of the (aid Hoſpital, together with the 
Habitation 02 Dwelling Houle, which as Chaplain or the 


ſaid Hoſpital he now enjopeth. 


And laſtly, Our Royal Will and Pleaſure, Award and 
Judgment is, Chat neither by the Yayo, Sher fis, Juſtices, 
and Tommonaltp of our ſam City of Norwich, no2 by the 


Pariſhioners of any of the ſaid ſeveral Pariſhes aup new: 


Tares, Aſleſments, oꝛ Impoſitions ſhall at any time fo auy 
occaſioi be laid upon any of the faid Yiniſters otherwile 
than es hath in fozmer times been oꝛzderly uſed and accu- 
ſtomed; Reſerving nevertheleſs Power unto our ſelves, oz 
to the Loꝛd Bishop of Norwich fo2 the time being by Au- 


thozity from us under our Signet, oꝛ Pꝛiby Seal, from time 


to time to aſſeſs o2 appoint any one oꝛ more Penſions out 
of the means, which by this our Royal Award ſhall peariy 
ariſe. and accrew in the thee Pariſhes of St. Andrews, 
St. Peters of Mancroft, and St. Stephens, fo2 that the 
ſaid Penſion oꝛ enſions in the whole exceed not the tenth. 


part of the laid Annual Means, and the ſaid Penſion oz 


Penſions ſo aſſeſſed and appointed to allot and aſſign 
to be Quarterly paid and diſtributed by the Miniſters of the 
(aid thee JIarithes unto and among ſuch other of the Mt- 
niſters of the Pariſhes within our laid City, accoꝛding as 
ſhall be thought meet to our ſelves, oz to the ſaid Lozd 
Biſhop by Authozity from us, whole means will not be 
found to ariie to any convenient Tompetency of Living, 


ward, and Determinatton. 


altho they do enjoy the Benefit of this our Deciſion, a- 


In witnels whereof we have cauſed theſe our Letters to 
be made Patents. Witneſs our ſelf at Canbury the leventh 


day of Auguſt in the fourteenth Year of our Reign. 
Per ipſum Regem. 


Indorſed, WOLSE LEY. 


An Award made by his Majeſty for the 
Miniſters of Norwich for two Shillings 
in the Pound. WOLSELEY. 
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A Vindication of the foregoing AWARD of King 
| WE 


Charles the Iſt. wherein is ſhewed the Juſtice and 
Legality of it ; and alſo that perſonal Tithes, in lieu 
of which the Payment of two Shillings of the Pound 
out of the Rents of Houſes was decreed by this Award 
are ſtill due by the Law of the Land; and that there 
ig a Neceſſity f again reſtoring them, or ſettling ſome- 
? thing elſe in lieu of them for the Maintenance of 
Miniſters in the Cities and larger Towns of the 
© nr ny 
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HIS Award having heen made a little before the Civil 


7 

; Wars broke but, the Power which the Parliament from 
) the firſt beginning of thoſe unhappy Commotions ob- 
2 tained in the Aſſociated Counties, (of which Norfolk was 
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1 one) quaſtd it, before it was ever throughly put in Execution. 
e For the Exorbitant Power of the King's Privy-Council (as they 
a were pleaſed to term it) being one of the pretended Grievances 
; for the Remedy of which that War was made, wherever the Par- 
"> liament obtained the Power, they condemn'd and annull'd what- 
0:8 ſoever his Majeſty had in Council decreed. And therefore this 
& Award having been made by his Majeſty in Council, it was looked 


on as an Effect of that Exorbitant Power, they complained of, and 
as ſuch was over-ruled and ſuppreſſed by the Rebels, as ſoon as an 
they had got the Maſtery in this City, which was as ſoon as the 

Wars begun: For Cromwell having in the beginning of that Rebel- 

lion, when only a Captain of Horſe, ſecured the County of Nor- 
fol, by ſeizing all the Gentlemen of it, that were for the King, 
and carrying them Priſoners to Cambridve, the City of Norwich was 
thenceforth wholly under the Power of the Parliament. And from 
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p that time this Award having been ſuppreſſed during the whole Con- 
tinuance of that Rebellion, the great Change that happened during 
1 that interval joined with the ſhort Continuance of the ſaid Award 


in its firſt Eſtabliſhment, made it fo forgot at the Reſtoration, 
I. (which 


þ | 
ie 
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I 
1 


A Vindication of 


(which was the proper time for its Re- eſtabliſnment) that it was 
never again revived, or taken the leaſt Notice of ever ſince. For 
all that had been Miniſters of the City in the beginning of the 
Wars, being then either dead, or otherwiſe removed, and all o- 
thers gone off the Stage, that were any way concerned in this Mat- 
ter, thoſe who were ſettled in the Parochiah Cures of this City on 
the Reſtoration, and whoſe latereſt it was to have this; Award a- 
gain put in Execution, knew nothing of it, and therefore were 
content to go on to ſerve theirCures upon theſame bottom of Ar- 
bitrary Contrihptions, on which their Fredeceſſors left them, and 
ſo it hath continued ever ſince. And among the ſeveral Attempts 
that have been made for the eſtabliſhing of a fettled Maintenance 
for the Parochial Clergy of this City, as-in the Year 1677, 1685, 
and 1704, not any the leaſt mention of ls Amara magener made, 
that can hear of. And ſince the mentioning of it would very 
much have ſervedithat deſign, we may be confident it wonld' not 
have been. omitted by.thgſe, who were for the promoting of it, 
had they known any thing thereof. And altho' I have now been 
here above five and twenty Years, I never heard any thing of it, 
till 1 was lately told, that there was a Regiſtration of it in the 
principal Regiſtxy of the Biſhop of Norwich. That was ſuffieient 
to aſſure me, that there was bare But the Original, which 
is there ſaid to be in the keeping of the Dean and Chapter of Nor- 
mich, not being: (1 was ſure) among our Writings/in our Evidence 
Room, which I had ſeveral times looked all over, I took it for cer- 
tain, that it had been either, deſtroyed in, the late Wars, or ſince 
loſt, till lately having ↄccaſion to examine our Chapter Clerks. 
Office on a changing of that Officer, I there very unexpeRedly, | 
found it made up among the old Conge d Eſliret, where, thro' the 
Ignorance of a former Officer it had been miſplaced. And there- 
fore having thus again brought it to light, after it had for ſo mauy 
Years lain hid, I think it my Duty to make it as publick as I can, 


no ping that ſome time or other it may obtain that good effect for 
che Honour of God, and the Good of his Church, for which it 


Was firſt intended, by procuring, if not a Submiſſion thereto, yet 
at leaſt ſome other ſuch Settlement by the unqueſtionable Autho- 
rity of Parliament to be eſtabliſhed in its ſtead for the ſame End. 
And that it might do ſo, not only at Norwich, but alſo in all other 
Places, where there is the like need of ſuch a Settlement, is the 
N that I have added this preſent Treatiſe. for the juſtifying 
of it. | 

The grand Objection againſt it being, That it was not in the 
Power of the King and his Council to make ſuch a Decree, becauſe. 


themſelves make ſuch a Compoſition, then certainly they can im- 


fore ſince all the Inhabitants of the City of Norwich, by their juſt 


of the Pound of the Rents of all Houſes in the ſaid City to be paid 3 
in lieu (4) of all perſonal Tithes, if any other Award made on the (4 The A- | 
tainly this fo ſolemnly made by the King in Council, and on fo 


are of all ſuch things as grow up e Predio, that is, out of the ther ariſe. 
_ Ground, whether they be Grain, Herbage, or the Fruits of T rees. 
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it is the laying of a new Tax upon the People, which none but the 
Parliament can do; and for this reaſon it having been condemn d 
and annull'd in the late times, and ever ſince ſuppreſſed, I ſhall for 
the removal of this Objection, and the clearing of all things elſe 
that may be ſaid againſt it endeavour to ſnew, 1. The Legality | 
* this Award; and then, 2dly, The Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs 
OT It. | 

And 1ſt. As to the Legality of this Award, that which 1s here- 
by decreed is not a new Tax impoſed upon the People of Norwich, 
but a moderate Compolition for au old and juſt due, which ought 
to be paid : For the two Shillings of the Pound decreed by this 
Award is in lieu of perſonal Tithes,which are due to the Miniſters 
from all the Tradeſ men of the City out of the Gains which they 
make by their Trades. And if theſe Tithes are {ti} due, then the 
Inhabitants of the City can make ſuch a Compoſition for them as 
ſhall be binding on them, and their Succeſſors. And if they can 


power another by way of Award to make it for them. And there- 


Repreſentatives met in Common Council, of the one part, and all 
the Parochial Clergy of the ſaid City with the Biſhop of the Dio- 
ceſe, on the other part, did wholly ſubmit this matter to the Ar- 
bitration of King Charles the Firſt, and he did, being thus im- 
power'd by both Parties, make this Award of two Shillings 


to the Miniſters of the Pariſh Churches therein, as a Compoſition 


thorough Submiſſion of both Parties be good in Law, then cer- . 


2 
thorough a Submiſſion antecedent thereto muſt be good in Law alſo. le of Tikes 
But to make this appear more fully and clearly inall its Particg- but no other 
lars, I ſhall ſhew,1ſt.That Perſonal Tithes are ſtil] due by the Law Tithes can be 
of theLand.2dly,That thePeople and their Miniſters can make ſuch 8 
a Compoſition for them, as ſhall hold good in Law, and bind their Titnes, be- 
Succeſlors to the Obſervance of it. And 3dly, That this Compo; cauſe in moſt 
ſition was ſo made, and therefore it is ſtill in force. ofthePariſhes 
But that it may be underſtood what is meant by Perſonal Tithes, of the ſaid 
it will be neceſſary that I premiſe, that Tithes are of three ſorts, O 3 


1ſt, >; 2dly, Perſonal, and 3dly, Mixed. Predial Tithes e there 


can none o- 


Perſonal Tithes are of ſuch Profits as are gained by the Labour and 
Induſtry of Man, as by Merchandize, Handycraft Trades, or any 
B 2 other 


* I indication of 8 
| and impl. zeſides Husbandry ) by which 
Sprayer n a are of ſuch _ -þ ue | 
en 7 d Induſtry o | 
d partly of the Labour an 4 
partly of the Ground, an Milk, Cheeſe, Honey, and ſuch like. 
Men, as Calfs, Lambs, Pigs, Mi for the Maintenance of Miniſters 1 
As Predial and Mixed Tithes are = 7 Perſonal Tithes are for 
in Country Pariſhes, where they ari By: Cities, where other 
and guy eee fo Fe 5 50 irs as neceſſary for ? 
Tithes do not ariſe, _— wy 7 . 3 
W h 0 ene are as much due in Towns and 
2 d Mixed Tithes are in Country Pariſhes, doth 
Cities, 1 that there are the ſame Laws ſtill in force for 
pn : her, and the ſame Uſage of An- 
the one, that there are for the other, * * 
; px znr ; | to them. (a) St. Ambroſe wao 
Kline we 7 quity to Buy P Chriſt, tells us, that Tithes 
1 1 f Hunting, as well 
mas 1 a are to be paid ont of the Fu box 1 rde 75 . 
'F — a3 out of Corn, P is who was his cotemporary, lays it 
Bes effera aur of Animals. 3 Gb) That God requires Tithes of every thing, 
fl = Coe {20, down ns a Rule, ly of the Fruits of the Earth, but alſo of 
5 — — n boca God ives Ingenuity for thoſe Imploy- 
y 2 aut de their Imployments, becau C £ 27 Fruits of the Earth and con- 
Teeribus, aur ments, as well as his Bleſſing for the Fr him a Tribute for 
_— * ly both being from him, there is due to him a Tribu e for 3 
| [ | de bortis, aut ſequent 7 8 ſtl : exhorts his People to pay Tithes 2 
Derne War, by Merchandize, and 
i — of the Sgt Teh N prey Rect Si vil in Spain, "held * 
*þ ades. in | 4. 
e ee os erer diere rack en Peer 
B f his Trade, as well as the Husbandman of 
FB on ah & And Egbert, who was made Arch- 
is babe? fe Biſhop of ert Amo Don! 7 his Province, preſcribes, (4) That 
| rverrenrum, lected for the rooted yur e. eee dich Nen gain 
1 rented ka for 7 of che Gilg of Warfire, Merchandize, ahd han- 
& | Fgricole; guad. their Livings, And Charlemaine in his 
dug te peſeitgyorafy Trades, as well of other thngs. And Ch Aa 
FTT. K 
5 a o 3 aud 2 rt ys Des 813. it was decreed, (7) 
280 de vivs: de Council o ries, | | 8 : g 70 
4 Militie,de Ne. That every Man ſhould offer to God the Tithes of his 8 
gotio, Ani Labours. | | 
Saw linda pro ters repenlimus, lid ro uſa vite penſama: Auguſtinus de Tempore, 
10, p. 5. Its DE 2 » - 2 
E 44 dalle S * 2 bo quiſque de Negotive 4 * * facie, ficut enim Deus 
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the foregoing Awiro, oc. i 
() Decimæ tributa Eceleſiarum ſunt--- O homo inde Dominu Decimas expetit, unde vivis, de Mi- 
litia, de Negotio, de Artificio redde Decimas, non enim eget Dominus noſter, non præmia poſtulas, ſed 
IT bonorem. Can. 100. Spelmanni Concil Anglican, Tom. 1. p. 268, | 

(ie) Secundum Dei mandatum præcipimus, ut omnes Decimam partem ſubſtantiæ, © laboris ſuis Eto 
cdlieſiis & Sacerdotibus donent, tam nobiles, quam ingenui, & liberi. C. 17. Baluz. Tom. 1. p. 253. 
Et iterum Ann. 800. Volumus ut Fudices ex omni collaboratu pleniter donent ad Eccleſias, qua ſunt 
in noſtris Fiſcis. Baluz. Tom. 1. p. 332. 3 | 
T Unuzquiſq; de propris Iaboribus Decimas © Primitias Deo offerat. Can. 9. 


Aud here in Exgland among the Laws of King Edward the Con- 

feſſor, which were gathered into a Body by a Parliament (a) of (4) H. de 
twelve Men out of every County, called together for this Purpoſe Xzighron de 
by King Wiliam the Conqueror, and ratified and confirmed by An om 
that King, and publiſhed by him as the ſtanding Laws, by which * Se wal 
the Realm was to be governed, the Eighth and Ninth being about in Anunalium 
the Payment of Tithes, they are there enjoined to be paid, not parte poſteriore 
only of the Product of the Ground, and of Animals, but alſo (0) J fine vite 
> DeNegotiationibus,& omnibus rebus, quas Deus dederit, i. e. Of Trade, _— 

A and of all things elſe which God ſhall give. (b) Spelmanni 
Concil. Anglic. Tom. 1. p. 621. Roger Hoveden, ibidem E. Knighton de Eventibus Angliæ, 


4 lib. 2. C. 4. 


And among the Provincial Conſtitutions, collected by Lyndwood, 
which are the known and allowed Laws of the Land, as to Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Affairs, there are two Conſtitutions of Robert de in- 
=chelſey, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, enjoining the Payment of Per- 
ſonal Tithes. The firſt of them doth decree, (c) That Perſonal (c) Statuimus 
ZTithes be paid by all Artificers, and Merchants, that is, of the etiam, quod 

Gain of their Trades; And that in like manner they be paid by 2 Perſo- 
Carpeuters, Smiths, Maſons eavers, Ale-wives, and all o- 4 — 4 
ther Labourers. And (a) the other reckoning up the Particulars, & percatori- 
out of which Tithes are to be paid, doth among them inſert Faw k- bus, ſcilicet de 
ning, Hunting, Handycraft, and Merchandize, and doth as ſtrict- Jucro Negortia- 
Jy enjoin the Payment of Tithes out of theſe, as out of Corn, Hay, Cn fenulites 
br auy other Product of the Ground, only with this Difference, 75,977 
that, whereas all other Tithes are to be paid without allowing for i, Textori- 
he Charges, in theſe Perſonal Tithes the nd are firſt to be bus, Pandoxas 


educted, and then the Tithes to be paid out of the clear Gains. #ricibus, & om- 
nibus aliis Ope- N 


Friis. Lyndwood de Decimis. C. Quoniam propter. Spelmanni Concil. Anglic. Tc ms 2, 
432. 

1 (d) Parochiani omnes £5 finguli integre & ſine diminutione Decimas inferius amnotatas Eccleſiis ſuis 

Fſolvant, ſcil. Decimas IatHs, & c. Aucupitii, — Molendinorum, Venationum, & Negotiationum, 

14 ulis expenſis ratione praſtationis Decimarum deductis, ſeu retentis, niſi tantum depræſtatione Dei - 
—Warum Artificiorum, & Negotiationum. Lyndwood de Decimis, C. Sancta Eccleſia. 7 


And 


* 


14 IVindlication of 
(4) Revers And in the Decretals there is a Decree made by Pope Celeſtine | 
Jens Janne the Third, Anno Domini 1195. which enjoins, (4) That accord- 
pt fb Serip. ing to the Writings of the Ancient Fathers, Tithes be paid, as of 


turn de vino, Other things, ſo alſo of Trade, and even of Warfare, and Hunt- 
grano, fiu#i- ing, and all other Goods. And in another Decretal of the ſame 
bus Ar orum, Celeſtine, directed to the Biſhop of Ely in England, Anno Domini 


D ogar „ 1210. it is ordained, () That of all things gained by Trafic, or 
one, de ipſa e- made by handycratt Trades, Tithes ſhall be paid, firſt deducting 
tiam Milſtia, ſe the Expences. Pts Toke | 
Venatione, G g a N 8 . 4 ; : q 
omnibus bonis Decimæ ſunt Miniſtris Eccleſiæ tribuendæ, ita ut, qui de bis ſolvere neplexerit, Eccle- 
i aſtica diſtrictione debet percelli. Extra de Decimis, C. non eſt, b 

(b) Circa res acquiſitas vel fatas de Pecunia decimata, cum ipſæ vendentur, credimus deducendas 
expenſas, & de reſiduo, quaſe de Lucro, Decimas perſolvendas. Extra de Decimis, C non eſt. 


q 


- 


And here you are to take notice, That the Decretals of Popes, 

as far as received, and the Provincial Conſtitutions of Arch- Biſhops 

Bi, agreed in Convocation, made up the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this 
is Realm, by which all Matters of Eccleſiaſtical Cognizance were to 
5 be determined, and therefore as to theſe Matters, they ever were, 
145 and ſtill are, of as much Force as any other Laws of the Realm, 
3 and conſequently Tithes being of Eccleſiaſtical Cognizance, and 
* by theſe Laws Perſonal Tithes being enjoined to be paid as well as 
14h Predial, they are altogether as much due by the Law of the Land, 
. there being the ſame Laws for the one as for the other. 1 
* And further it is to be obſerved, that theſe Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
* as far as they relate to Tithes, are particularly confirmed by two 
. (e) The Act Acts of Parliament in the Reign of King Henry the Eighth. The 
5 for the Pay-: firſt Anno Regni 27. c. 20. The other Amo 32. c. 7. The firſt o 
4 ment of which ſetting forth in the Preamble, That divers numbers of evil diſpo- 
4 ko py —4 o ſed Perſons having againſt Right and a good Conſcience attempted t. 
1 Edwardi ſerti, ſubſtract and with-hold their Tithes and Oblations, as well Perſonal a 
94 . © 13. faith in Fredial, due to God and his Holy Church, doth enact for the Reforma- 
4B thePreamble tion hereof, That all Perſons do pay their Tishes, (i. e. (c) all thoſe 
"= that the Att mentioned in the Preamble, perſonal as well as predial) according 
. OT to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws and Ordinances of this Church of England 
"AY pros for And that if any ſhall refuſe to pay the ſaid Tithes, they ſhall be compelled 
the Payment thereto by due Proceſs of the Eccleſiaſtical ſaid Laws. Which Eccleſi- 
of Tithes aſtical Laws, as toTithes,the ſaid Act doth provide ſhall be in full 
Predial and Force, (4) till a new Body of Eccleſiaſtical Laws ſhall he publiſhed 
9 g. according to the Purport of a former Act made by the ſame King 
c 20. ſet, 4, Anno Regni 25. c. 19. In the laſt Clauſe of which Act the (e) ſame" 
(e) 25 H. 8. Proviſion is made for all the Eccleſiaſtical Laws in general, that as* 
c. 19. ſect. 7. far as they are not contrariant ar repugnant to the Laws of the 


Lands 


9 the foregoing AWARD, fc. 75 
Land, or the King's Prerogative, they ſhall ſtand in full Force, 
and be ſtil]. uſed and executed, as they were before, till the ſaid 
new Body of Eccleſiaſtical Laws ſhall. be made, and publiſhed. By 
virtue whereof all the ſaid Laws are ſtill in force, becauſe as yet 
there hath not been any ſuch Body of Laws publiſhed, as is by the 
Authority of the ſaid Act provided. And the other Act of the 
Sado the ſame King, ſetting forth the like Abuſe, (a) doth alſo (4) 32 H. 8. 
enact Reformation thereof to be had by the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of e. 7. 
this Realm, and conſequently both of them do affirm all thoſe Tithes 
Wo be good and juſtly due, which are by the ſaid Eccleſtaſtical Laws 
ordained to be paid. And that theſe Laws do ordain Perſonal 
*ZTithes to be paid, as well as Predial, Lhave above fully ſhewn. 
The Manner whereby theſe Tithes were paid was moſt uſually 
by Compoſition between the Miniſter and the Party owing them. 
But if they could not agree, then the Party. was called before the 
Ordinary, and examined upon Oath, and of that, which did ap- 


| "pear upon that Examination to be the clear Gain above all Expen- 
; ces, the tenth part was paid for his Perſonal Tithes. And ſo it 
continued, till an Act of Parliament was made inthe ſecond” and 


ſaid Oath. For it being obſerved; that many to ſave their Perſo-- 
„val Tithes, or to deduct from the full Payment of them, made no 
4 Conſcience of being forſworn; to prevent the vaſt number of 
s Perjuries, which on this occaſion Men became guilty of, the ſaid: 
I, Oath was taken away, and thereby in effect all Perſonal Tithes 
were taken away, alſo. For although the ſaid Act doth affirm the 
Right of Perſonal Tithes as fully as poſſible, and enjoins the Pay- 


third Vear of King Edward the Sixth, c. 13. which took away the 
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o ment of them till to continue, and by virtue thereof they are at 
ae his Day as lawfully and rightfully due in all Towns and Cities, as 
of 2 ithe-Corn and Tithe-Herbage are in the Country; yet ſince 


here is no other way to diſcover them, but by the Oath of the 
Party, who is to pay them, the taking away of that, is the taking 
away of all Proof, whereby to recover them. And ſince for want 


Words of the AQ are as followeth. | WY 
) And be it alſo further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That (5) 240 &. 
Very Perſon exerciſing. Merchandizes, Barg aiming, and Selling, Cloath- "of get 4 
g, Handicraft, or other Art or Faculty, being ſuch kind of Perſons, ſect. 77 8, 9. 
gud in ſuch Places, as heretofore within theſe forty Tears have —_ 
þ mably. 
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mably uſed to pay ſuch Perſonal Tit hes, or of Right ought to pay, (other | 7 ; 
than ſuch as be common Day-Labourers) ſhall yearly at er before theFeaſt 
of Eaſter pay for his Perſonal Tithes the tenth part of his clear Gains, hies 


Charges and Expences according to his Eſtate, Condition, or Degree, to © 


be therein abated, allowed, and dedufted. Provided always, and be it 
enacted, That in all ſuch Places, where Handycrafts Men have uſed to 
pay their Tithes within theſe forty Years, the ſame Cuſtom of Payment of 


Tithes is to be obſerved, and to ctntinue, an) thing in this Act to the 


contrary notwithſtanding. And be it alſo enafted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That if any Perſon refuſe to pay his Perſonal Tithes in Form 
aforeſaid, that then it ſhall be lawful to the Ordinary of the ſame Dioceſe, 
where the Party that ought to pay the ſaid Tithes is dwelling, to call the 
ſame Party before him, and by his Diſcretion to examine him by all law- 
ful and reaſonable Means, other than by the Party's own Corporal Oath, 


concerning the true Payment of the ſaid Perſonal Tithes. 


Here you ſee the Right of Perſonal Tithes is as fully and tho- 


roughly aſſerted as poſſible. But without the Oath of the Party 


there can be no Diſcovery made whereby to recover them. For 
the Tradeſ. mens Books not lying open to every Man's View, as do 
the Fields of the Husbandman, the Gain of Trade, out of which 


Perſonal Tithes are to be paid, lieth ſo hid and concealed, that 


no Evidence can be had thereof, but from the Perſon himſelf: * 


From which he being by this Act diſcharged, all have taken the 
Advantage hereof to diſcharge themſelves from theſe Tithes alſo, 


and they have never ſince been paid. For where there can be no 


Evidence for the thing claimed, there can be no Sentence of Law | 


for the Recovery of it, how juſtly ſoever it be due; or any other 


Coercion, but that of the Conſcience to oblige Men to pay it. 
But this being too weak to bind Men of Trade, where their Gain 


is concerned, the general Practice hath been ever {ſince this Statute 


no more to pay thoſe Tithes. And ſo that Perjury in ſome, which 


this Law was made to prevent, is hereby turned into an univerſal 
Sacriledge in all, which is much the worſe of the two. 


But however, though this Act hath taken away the Means tf 
diſcovering theſeTithes, yet the Right to them is not extinguiſh'd 


| hereby. The Legal Remedy indeed hath ever fince failed, but 
not the Legal Obligation to pay them. For all the old Laws for 
their Payment ſtill remain ia their full Force, and this new Law 


of King Edward the Sixth gives Affirmance to them in as full and 
clear a Ratification as can be deſired. And although that Evidence 
cannot be had, which the Statute doth now require for the proof 
of them, yet every Tradeſ man that knows at the Vear's end 8 hat 

e n Gain 
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Gain he hath made by his Trade for that Year, hath Evidence 
enough in his Conſcience, what is the Portion which he ought to 
pay, and he robs God and his Church whenever he detains it. 
When a juſt Debt is due, tho? the Creditor hath loſt his Bond, 
or other Evidence, whereby it may be legally proved, yet every 


> honeſt Man will think himſelf obliged faithfully to pay what he 
2+ juſtly owes. And therefore ſince it fully appears by what l have 
” above-ſaid, That Perſonal Tithes are ſtill juſtly and legally owing; 
though the Miniſter hath loſt the Means of proving them, the 
& Tradeſ-man, who is to pay them, hath not; he knows his Gains, 
and conſequently he knows what is due for the Tithe of them. 


And can he then be a good and juſt Man, if he doth not faithfully 
pay them? Though he be clear of all Coercion of Law in this 
Caſe, he cannot be clear of the Obligation of his Conſcience, but 


as long as he knows the due, he is bound to pay it; whether 
the Law can force him to it or no. Whoſoever acts contrary 
-- hereto in any caſe whatſoever, offends againſt Juſtice ; but to do 


other wiſe in the Caſe now before us, is to ſin againſt Religion al- 
®* ſo, it being no leſs than the horrid Crime of Sacrilege, for any 
Man to detain from God and his Church for the Maintenance of his 
> Miniſters, what he knows to be duly conſecrated thereto, _ 


But it may be here objected, That Perſonal Tithes are not due, 


© becauſe they were never commanded by ihe Moſaical Law. For 


they that claim Tithes as due of Divine Right, claim them by 
that Law, and therefore thoſe Tithes which are not due by that 
Law cannot be claimed. And this was the Objection of William 
Ruſſel, a begging Frier, in the Reign of King Henry the Sixth. For 
the Fryers from the beginning of the 13th Century having long 
carried on a Deſign for the robbing of the Pariſh Prieſts of their 
Rights, in order thereto they advanced a Doctrine, (which was 
afterwards licked up from them by Wicklif) That Tithes were 
not due by any Law of God to the Pariſh Prieſts, but were meer 
Alms, and might be given by the Owners to whom they pleaſed, 
hoping, that if they could get this Doctrine to obtain, they might 
thereby draw all Tithes to themſelves, by way of Alms. And in 
this the begging Fryers, who lived of Alms, being chiefly eng a- 
ged, as having the greateſt Proſpe& of Advantage from it, altho' 
the Point was then determined to be againſt them upon the Pre- 
icript of God's Law, and their Doctrine was thereon condemn'd 


as Heretical, yet they would not wholly give over the Plot, bur 
* {till carried it on in part, after they had failed in the whole, al- 
* ledging, that there being in no part of God's Law any mention of 
= Perſonal Tithes, whatſoever there might be of Predial or Mix'd, 


they 
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they at leaſt muſt be only Alms, and in the Power of the Owners 
to give them to whom they pleaſed. And accordingly they did 
(4) Arthurus put the ſaid Ruſſel to preach up this Doctrine, for which he (a) 
—_— 3 was condemn'd as an Heretick by the Univerſity of Oxford, and 
ley Archiepiſco- alſo by the Convocation of the Province of Canterbury, in the fifth 


18 


pi Cant. Sel- Year of King Henry the Sixth, and made undergo very ſevere 


den of Tithes. Penance for it. But notwithſtanding this Condemnation in An- 
c. 7. ſect. 5. (yer to the above-mentioned Objection I muſt acknowledge, that 
P- 179 whatſoever the Canoniſts and Divines ſay of Predial and Mix'd 
Tithes, they generally give up the Cauſe as to Perſonal Tithes, 
and allow no other Right for them, but from humane Inſtitution. 
But without entring into any Diſpute about this Matter, l am ſure 
a Maintenance for the Support of God's Worſhip, and thoſe that 
miniſter in it, is due by the ſame Law, which commands that 
Worſhip ( the Means being always neceſlarily included in the 
Law that enjoins the end) and there are none that treat of this 
Argument, that have ever denied a Divine Right as to this, but 
all have allowed that a ſufficient Maintenance for the Sup- 
port of the Worſhip of God, and his Miniſters, is due by the 
Law of God and Nature, and that he ſins againſt both, who- 
ever with-holds it. And therefore ſhould we allow only this 
Maintenance in general to be due by divine Right, and that it is 
left to the Civil Government of every Country to determine the 
quota pars, yet even upon this Hypotheſis, when the Government 
hath determined the quor4 pars, it muſt be as much due, as if God 
had commanded it himſelf, becauſe when they have determined 
it, to whom God hath left it to be determined, whenſoever it is 
thus determined it is done by his Authority, and therefore alto- 
gether as valid, as if he had done it himſelf. In the 8th Command- 
ment, which forbids the taking away of another Man's Right, it 
is left to the Laws of every Country to determine, what that Right 
is, and yet notwithſtanding, when any Man's Right is thus deter- 
mined, it is as much a Breach of this Commandment of God to 
take it away, as if God had determined it himſelf. And ſo in the 
Law which forbids the with-holding a ſufficient Maintenance for 
the Support of God's Worſhip and Miniſters (which all own to 
be of Divine Inſtitution) altho' it be left to the Civil Government: 
of every Country to determine the part, which all are to pay, yet 
after the Government hath determined this part, it is as much a 
Breach of God's Law to detain it, as if God had determined it 
himſelf; God did indeed in the Jewiſh State (wherein he acted 
as National Governour of that People) determine himſelf the _ 
particular Portion, which was to be ſet apart for the Support = 1 
s- 
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> his Worſhip and Miniſters, and ſo did he alſo therein, what every 
Man's particular Property and Right ſhould be. For he diſtributed it 
by Lot in the firſt Diviſion of the Land, and made all the Laws, by 
which it was afterwards to be governed and determined, and yet 
this doth nothinder, but that ſtill the 8th Commandment is in its 
full Force as much now, as in the Jewiſh State. And though now 
not God's Laws, but Man's Laws do determine 1n every State, 
what every Man's Property is, yet it is as much Theft now to take 
it away as ever. Neither can it hinder, but ſtill the Law for the 
Snpport of God's Worſhip and Miniſters is in the ſame Force as 
ever; and though it ſhould be granted, that now not God's Laws 
but Man's Laws do determine it to a tenth part of our yearly En- 
creaſe, yet ſtill it would be as much Sacrilege now to detain that 
tenth part, as ever it was when God commanded it himſelf. So 
that whether it be God or Man that appointeth the quot a pars, it 
comes all to the ſame paſs, as long as it be allowed (which all a- 
grec in) that the Law of God doth in every place require a ſut- 
fictent Maintenance to be ſet apart for the Support of his Divine 
Worſhip, and thoſe that miniſter in it. For if God's Law com- 
mands a Maintenance in general, and leaves it to every State to 
determine the particular Portion, when the State hath determined 
this Portion, it is as much due by that Law, as if the State had 
determined it it ſelf; in the ſame manner, as when an AQ of Par- 
liament is made for the raiſing of a Tax, and it be left to Com- 
miſſioners to aſſeſs every Man's particular Quota, that which the 
Commiſſioners do by virtue of that Act aſſeſs upon every Man, is 
as much due by that Act, as if it had been particularly ſpecified, 
and in expreſs Terms ſet down therein, and it will be interpreted 
altogether as great a Breack thereof to detain it. For inthe ſame 
manner in this Caſe the Governours of every State are as God's 
Commiſſioners to aſſeſs and determine the quota pars, and therefore 
when they have determined it, the part ſo determined and ap- 
Pointed by them becomes the Portion, which is due by the Law 
of God, in as full and valid a manner, as if he the Supreme Law- 
giver had in the ſaid Law ſtated and determined it himſelf. For 
what any one doth by his Delegates fully authorized for that Pur- 
pole, is in all Conſtruction of Law and Reaſon of the ſame Force 
and Validity, as if he had done it himſelf. And therefore even 
according to this Hy potheſis (which no one will hold ont againſt) 
that only a' ſufficient Maintenance in general is commanded by 
God's Law, and that it is left to the Governours of every State to 
appoint the particular Portion, it will follow, that when they 
have determined this Portion, they have done it by God's Autho- 
e 2 | rity ; 
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rity, and therefore that Part, which they appoint, muſt be as 
much due by that Law of God, as if God had therein determin- 
ed and appointed it himſelf, and conſequently in every place it 
muſt be as much a breach of that Law to detain it, and every 
Man will load his Soul with altogether as great a Sacrilege, that 
is guilty herein. | 

And therefore, to come home to the Caſe in hand, although 
Perſonal Tithes be no where commanded in God's Word, yet a 
ſufficient Maintenance is. This the Law provided for; this the 
Goſpel (a) commands, and Reaſon it ſelf makes it juſt, that in 
every Place, where there are Labourers in God's Harveſt, they 
ſhould have their Hire. And none.that have owned the Name 
of Chriſtians, ( excepting only the wild Sect of the Quakers ) have 
ever denied it. And in truth, none deſerve. that Name, that 
do not comply herewith, becauſe whoever is for the Chriſti- 
an Worſhip, muſt be alſo for the Means and Maintenance, where- 
by it is to be ſupported. But in Towns and Cities there can 
be no predial or mix'd Tythes, becauſe in them there are none 
of thoſe Products, out of which they do ariſe. But there are 
other Products ot Gain of much greater value, and much eaſier 
acquiſition, which are the Fruits of God's Bleſſing as well as the 
other, that is, the Gain of Trade and Merchandize; and out of 
theſe to provide for the ſupport of God's Worſhip ia thoſe 
Places, where other Tithes / ſufficient for this end are not to be 
had, perſonal Tithes have been appointed. And ſuppoſing, that 
only a Maintenance in general is commanded by God's Law, and 
that it is left to the Civil Government of every Country to ap- 
point the particular part, (lower than which no Chriſtians do 
hold, except the wild Set above-mentioned, who deny all) yet 
now the Civil Goverament of this Land hath by Law eſtabliſh'd 
perſonal Tithes, and that Law is ſtill in force, the Law of God for 
a Maintenance in general is now in thoſe Places, where perſonal 
Tithes ariſe, determined to that particular, and thoſe, that do nar 
pay them, break God's L2w as well as Man's Law, and become 
guilty thereby of ſianing againſt both. For it the Law of God, 
wbich commands the Maintenance in general, leaves it to the Civil 


Government to appoint the particular Part, it certainly commands 


that particular Part to be paid, which the Civil Government doth 
appoint. And therefore the Civil Government of this Land having 


appointed perſonal Tithes, that is, the Tenth Part of the clear 


Gain of Merchandiſe and Trade, to bg. paid in all Towns and 
Cities, where they ariſe, they are certainly in theſe Places due by 
God's Law,as]}well as Man's Law, and they are guilty of the breach 


of both, who fail in the payment of them. But 
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But to this it will be objected, That the Statute of King Ed- 

ward the Sixth enjoins perſonal Tithes to be paid only in thoſe 

Places, where they have been accuſtomed to be paid within 40 

Years before the Date of that Statute, and that therefore it 

lies upon us firſt to prove, That perſonal Tithes were accuſtom- 

ed to be paid in the City of Norwich, within the ſpace of forty 

Years before the ſecond and third of King Edward the Sixth, 

before we can claim them as here due dy virtve of the ſaid Sta- 

rute. 

ln anſwer to this, we muſt acknowledge, That now after 157 (% Fir the 
(a) Years are elapſed to demand a legal Proof is to put us upon 4% KingEd- 
an hard Task, but however there are Evidences enough to make ward The 6tb 


out the Thing, For, Wo worn. 
iſt, Of the Thirty four Pariſhes now remaining in the City of DORUSLIY 4D» 

Norwich, (for formerly there were many more) Twenty were ap. — i 2 1 

propriated to Religious Houſes. But Religious Houſes never taking elapſed. 

any ſuch Appropriations, but where there were valuable and 

certain Profits, this muſt prove, that there were. ſome certain 

valuable Profits belonging to thoſe Pariſhes, which were worth 


their having, and if ſo, they muſt neceſſarily have been by per- 


- ſonal Tithes : For beſides theſe there was no other way where- 
by they could ariſe. 


_ 2dly, The Pariſhes not appropriated are taxed at ſuch Values 


in the Books of the valuation of Benefices made by King Henry 
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the VIIIth, in the 26th Year of his Reign, (+) (which falleth . (3) Far fron 
within the forty Years mentioned in the ſaid Statute of King Ed- H. brag of K. 
: 2 3 : y the 8. 
ward the Sixth) that they muſt neceſſarily infer perſonal Tithes ,, the 3d of 
to be then paid in them, becauſe there was no other Way, where- Xing Edward 
by poſſibly they could yield ſo much in a certain legal Income. ve St/ no more 
For no other Profits were valued in thoſe Books, but ſuch as %% 15 Tears 
were recoverable by Law, and of certain Income, and therefore #4 7mervere. 
Voluntary Contributions and accidental Perquiſites could not fall 
under that Valuation, and beſides them there could be nothing, 


but perſonal T ithes, to make up the Sams mentzoned. But that 


the thing may appear the more clear, I have in the following Ta- 
ble ſet down the Names of all the Pariſhes in Norwich now re- 
maining, which are valued in the King's Books, with the Valua- 
tion as there taxed in the firſt Colume, and the real Value in the 
: ſecond Colume, which I have Stated at ſeven times the value of 
the Tax. For taking thoſe Books thorough, the higheſt Tax is 
not above the ſeventh Part of the preſent real value: And theres. 


fore had the ſame Dues. continued to be paid in Norwich, for 
which thoſe Pariſhes were fo taxed in the King's Books, they 


muſt 
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muſt have been now at the ſame proportion alſo in the feal va⸗ 
> [The taxed valu. The real value. 
| RE * 
St. Auſtins, VVV 
St. Michael in Coſlany, wg 6: 108 9-3 
St. Clements at the Bridge, . 0-6: 4-3 
St. Edmunds, I 6 410 $4 
St. Simon and Jude, 1 10: 24 9 I: 
St. Swithin, VV 
St. Peter's of Hungate, $ 8 $4183 490 . 3x 
St. John's of „. 1 :10 . 7 
St. Michael at Plea's, 6 10 oo |44 10: 00 
St. Laurence, 6 13 4:18 16 $3 
St. Margarets, FCC 
All-Saints in Bere: ſtreet, VVG 
S. Julian s, 8. Clement s, & S. Edward's.( 3 6 1 23 9 oo 
St. Peter's of South- Gate, F ho 
St. Stephen's. 9 oo © [653 oo oo 


3dly, From the Time of the enacting of the ſaid Statute of 
King Edward the Sixth, although the legal Remedy whereby to 
recover perſonal Tithes were taken away with the Oath of the 
Party, yet Compoſitions were all along paid in this City, in lieu 
of them down to the Time whea this Award was made, which 
were uſually taxed by the Church-Wardens and collected by them, 
and there are ſtill remaining in the Regiſtry of the Conſiſtorial- 
Court of the Biſhop of Norwich, the Regiſtration of ſeveral Pro- 
ceedings in Law, wherrby thoſe who refuſed to pay the ſaid 
Compoſitions were ſued and proſecuted for them, and by legal 
Sentences forced to pay them, which could not have been done, 
were they not in lieu of ſome legal Due, and there could be no 
other ſuch Due but perſonal Tithes only. But at length theſe 


Compoſitions falling ſhort of a Competency, and there being 


no certain viſible Rule, whereby to tax them, this Award was 
made to ſettle and fix this matter, and hereby the old Way of 
taxing by Compoſitions being ſuperſeded, and immediately af- 
ter that this new Way of the Award being damned and ſup- 
preſſed by the long Parliament, there hath nothing elſe ever 
ſince ſucceeded in their place for the ſupport of God's Worſhip 
and the preaching of his Word in this large and opulent City, 
but the arbitrary Contributions of the Inhabitants, which _ 5 
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ſo very much ſhort of a ſufficient Competency, that thoſe who 

attend upon them in their greateſt concern, the Cure of their 
Souls, have ſcarce ſo much given them, as will make up the com- 
mon Wages of Coblers, and Tinkers, and other Mechanicks, 

who ſerve in the meaneſt and vileſt Employments. 

Thus far therefore having proved perſonal Tithes to be- ſtill 
due by the Law of the Land in thoſe Towns and Cities, where 
they ariſe, 1 am next to juſtify this Award for the payment of 
them in the City of Norwich, by ſhewing, 1ſt, That the Parties 
hereto had full power to make fuch an' Agreement concerning- 

them, as would hold good in Law, and 2dly, That the Agree- 
ment of this Award was ſo made, and therefore it is ſtill in 
force. 
And 1ft, The Parties in this Award between whom the A- 
greement was made, were the Common- Council of Norwich of the 
one Part, and the Biſhop and Miniſters of the ſame City of the 
other Part. And in all Corporations the Common-Council do 
act for the whole Community, and have full Authority ſo to do. 
For they are choſen by them for this purpoſe, and they repre- 
© ſent every Member of the Corporation, ſo that whatſoever is 
done by them, is in the ſame manner valid, as if conſented to 
by every individual Perſon therein. And therefore they have 
Authority to apply the Common- Seal to any Inſtrument they 
- ſhall think fit, which always ſpeaks from the whole Community, 
wherever it appears, and conſequently every Agreement they 
make muſt bind them, and the who'e Body which they repreſent. 
And as the Common Council can thus agree on the one Hand, 
ſoo alſo can the Clergy, with the Concurrence of their Biſnop on 
the other, and whatſoever they agree to, eſpecially when rati- 
fied by the King, the Supreme Patron of all the Churches in his 
Realms, muſt bind them and all that ſucceed. It ever did ſo 
in former Times, and from this all Com poſit ions and modi deci- 
mandi have had, or are preſumed to have had, their Original, 
and it mult be ſo ſtill in all Particulars, where there is no Law 
ſince made to the contrary. And therefore if the ſaid Common 
Council can thus coaſent and make an Agreement for Themſelves, - 
and the whole Body, which they repreſent, on the one Hand, and 
the Miniſters with their Biſhop can do the ſame for them and 
their Succeſſors on the other, then certainly every Agreement, 
which both Parties do thus conſent to, muſt be good and valid in 
£ LM bind them, and all that ſucceed them, to the obſervance 
= OF 10. | 
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Tue great Objection agaiaſt all this is, that ſince the Diſabling 


Statutes of the firſt and thirteenth of Queen Fl:zaberh no Compo- 


ſitions for Tithes can be made to bind Succeſſion, becauſe in all 
ſuch Compoſitions there muſt be an Alienation of the Tithes for 
that which is to be paid-ia lieu of them, but ſince theſe Statutes 
no ſuch Alienation can be now made. And if otherwiſe, yet ſtil 
this Compoſition cannot be good, becauſe to make ſuch Compoſi- 
tions binding, in Law, the Concurrence of the Patron was always 
held as neceſſary as that of the Miniſter, Biſhop, and Party from 
whom the Tithes were due, but there is no ſuch Concurrence or 
Conſent of the Patrons to this Award. To which I anſwer, | 
1. Here is no Alienation made, as in real Compoſitions, where 
the Tithes are granted away ia lieu of ſomething elſe to be paid 
inſtead of them. For here is no Change of the thing to be paid, 
but only an Agreement as to a Rule how it ſhall be paid. For Per- 
ſonal Tithes are to be paid in Money, that is, the tenth Peny of 
every Man's clear Gain by his Trade, and what is decreed by this 
Award is to be paid in Money, fo here is no Change of the Species, 
no Alteration of any thing, but as Perſonal Tithes are due in Mo- 
ney, ſo they are ſtill by this Award to be paid in Money. But ſince 
the Oath is taken away, how to recover the exact tenth Peny is 
the Difficulty. For what clear Gain any Man makes by his Trade, 
doth not lie open to publick View, as all other titheable things do, 


but is locked up and concealed within the Books and Breaſts of 


the Tradeſ-men, and therefore when Controverſies ariſe about it, 
there is no Diſcovery to be made, but by the Confeſlion of the 
Party. And if the Inhabitants of any City or Town ſhall by their 
juſt Repreſentatives, the Common Council of their Corporation, 
be content to confeſs every Man as much clear Gain annually made 

of their Trades, as the Rent of the Houſe, which they dwell in, 
ſhall amount unto, and to pay the Perſonal Tithes thereof, and 
the Miniſters are content to accept of it, becauſe they cannot 
prove any more, and hereon an Agreement be made by the Cor- 

poration under their Common Seal on the one Hand, and by al] 

the Miniſters of the Place then being with the Concurrence of their 

Biſhop on the;other, what is there to hinder, but that this Agree- 

ment muſt be legal and good, as well as any other Agreement, in 

which ail Parties concerned do fully concur ?: If it be ſaid, that it 

chargeth Men, that are not of the Corporation, becauſe many of 

the Houſes are owned by Foreigners. I anſwer, Perſonal Tithes 
are not a real, but a perſona] Charge, and therefore a1e not charg d 
on the Houſes by this Compoſition, but only on the Per ſons jnha» © 
biting iu them in the ſame manner, as the Pariſh Rates tor Church 
4 and 
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and Poor. If it be ſaid, that in ſuch an Agreement a part isonly 
ſettled inſtead of the whole, becauſe Perſonal Tithes it duely paid 
| 77 would amount to more than is decreed by this Award, and that 
therefore it is an Alienation of all that is over, and conſequently 
2 Compoſition within the Prohibition of the Statutes. I anſwer. 
That this is more than any one can diſcover ; poſlibly ſometimes - 
4 it may be more than the whole that ſhall be this way paid. But 
however though it be ſo as here objected, yet when the full is ta- 
ken of all that can be diſcovered, all is taken that the Law will 
give. For the Law will give no more, than can by legal Proof be 
made ont and diſcovered, and if it be impoſſible to make Proof of 
any more Perſonal Tithes due from the Gain of Trade than ſbzl; 
be by ſuch a Compoſition acknowledged and conſented to by the 
Tradeſ-man himſelf, then that which is paid by ſuch a Compoſi- 
tion is all, that in the Eye of the Law can be judged due, and there- 
fore the Law can never ſee an Alienation of any thing in this Matter. 
- 2dly, The Diſabling Statutes being made only for the prevent- 
ing of ſuch Grants and Compolitions as would be to the Damage 
1 of the Church, they cannot be urged againſt thoſe which are made 
for the Benefit of it, as manifeſtly this Agreement is. For ſince 
the Oath for the Diſcovery of Perſonal Tithes is taken away, and 
it is now through want hereof in the Power of every Man to con- 
ceal the whole of them, all is to the Advantage of the Church, 
: whatſoever they ſhall agree to pay for them. Beſides thoſe Statutes 
being made only to ſecure the Rights of the Church, they cannot 
be pleaded but on the part of the Church; and therefore as long 
as the Church doth not on her part object any thing againſt this 
Agreement, it muſt certainly hold good on the other. 
> 3dly. As to what is objected againſt the validity of Compoſt- 
tions where the Concurrence of the Patron is wanting, it doth 


not take place in this Matter. The Law is, That all Rectors and 


25. 


Vicars of Pariſhes could make real Compoſitions for their Tithes 
and Glebes without any Limitation before the Diſabling Statutes, 
=> and ſince theſe Statutes they can make Leaſes of their ſaid Tithes 
and Glebes for twenty one Years or three Lives, and to all theſe 
=: Compoſitions and Grants the Concurrence of the Patron and the 
Ordinary was ever held neceſſary to make them bind 10 
fon, otherwiſe they hold good only during the Life of bim tha 
grants them. But the Agreement ſettled in this Award is neither 
a Leaſe nor a real Compoſition A Leaſe no one can call it, neither 
can it be ſaid to be a real Compoſition. For in all real Compoſitions 
there is an Alienation of the Tithes for ſomething elſe, that is, 
to be paid in lieu of them, but that there is no ſuch Alienation 
in this Matter, | have already ſhowa. And real Compoſit ions leave 
; | real 
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real Charges upon the Land, out of which the Tithes ariſe, and 


therefore can take Place only in Predial or Mixed Tithes, but 
never in Perſonal Tithes, becauſe they ariſing out of theGains of Per- 
ſonal Labour are paid only in reſpect of the Perſons, and cannot be 
charged otherwiſe, but upon the Perſons. And although in this A- 
ward the Perſonal Tithes are ſettled according to the Rents of 
Houſes, as being the beſt ſtanding meaſure, whereby this Matter is 
capable of being adjuſted,yet theCharge is not upon the Houſes, but 
only upon the Inhabitants dwelling in them, as I have already ſaid. 


And thus far having ſhewn that the People and Miniſters of |! ; 
any Town or City can make ſuch an Agreement for their Perſonal © 


Tithes, as ſhall hold good in Law ; it remains that I ſhew, that 
the Agreement ſettled in this Award was ſo made. For if they 


can themſelves make an Agreement about this Matter, moſt cer- 


tainly they can alſo by joint Conſent refer it to another by way 
of Arbitration to make it for them. And fo it was that the A- 
greement was made in this preſent Award. For it was not the 
Effect of the Exorbitant Power of the Privy Council, (as the Com- 
Plaint in thoſe Days was) or a meer Act of the King's Paramount 
Authority and good Pleaſure, but that which he was fully autho- 
riſed to by the Conſent and Compromiſe of both Parties concern- 
ed,who did by their Petition to his Majeſty voluntarily and freely 
ſubmit it to his Arbitration, and humbly -pray'd him to determine 
the Matter between them, as appears by the Submiſſions of both 
of the ſaid Parties inſerted in the Patent of Award, and upon this 
Conſent and Compromiſe is the Determination founded that is 
made therein. And therefore nothing is done hereby but what 


had been good and valid, had they choſen any other Perſon for 


their Arbitrator. And how much more then muſt it be ſo, when it 


hath the King's Majeſty, the Supreme Head of the Church, as well 


as the Supreme Lord of the Land, (who hath the higheſt Care and 


the higheſt Power in ſuch Matters) by his Royal Determination 
to give Authority thereto ?! 


But if after all this it be ſaid, That it is above the Power of Ar- 


hitration to ſettle ſuch a Matter, be who will the Arbitrator. I 
(a) Book of 


eee anſwer, That this very thing hath ſeveral times been ſettled by 
8 of Arbitration and Award in the City of Londen, and why ma) it. 


London,fol 18. not then be done ſo by the ſame Means in Norwich? What hath 
Abſtract of a been done and ſubmitted to as valid and lawful by that famous. 
Treatiſe con- Metropolis of the Britannic Empire, the greateſt and the richeſt 


cerning the 


Pavia of City in the World, may certainly paſs for ſuch in any other Town- F 


Tiches and or City in the Kingdom, and become a Rule and a Precedent for 


Oblations in them alſo to follow aſter in the like Caſe. For about the Year (a) | 
London, p. 2. 1230. there being a Controverſy between the Citizens of London | 


and. ; 


* 
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1 the foregoing Award, Or. 27 
and their Parochial Clergy about the pay ment of their perſonal 
> Tithes, they referred the matter to the Determination of Roger 

> Niger, then newly made Biſhop of Lenden: And he having or- 

= dered, that for thoſe Tithes every Houſholder ſhould on every 

Sunday and Feſtival, aud on all Saints Days, whoſe Eves were 

faſted, offer a Farthing of every ten Shillings of the Annual 

> Rent of the Houſes, in which they dwelt, this was ſubmitted 

to, and exactly obſerved without any Contrzdiftion or further 

9 Controverſie about it for near 170 Years, that is, till the 

® Year 13979. And when about that Time (the Rents of 

- Houfes then beginning to increaſe on the change, that was 

then made inthe value of Money) a new Diſpute aroſe on the 

Citizens refuſing to pay for what exceeded forty Shillings 

per Annum in the Rent of the Houſes, on pretence that it was not 

intended by Roger Ni-er's Conſtitution, that any thing ſhould be 

Paid for what exceeded that Sum in the ſaid Rents : This matter 

was determined by (a) Thomas Arundell, Archbiſhop of Canter- (a)inRegiſtre 
> kury, and it became ſettled by his determination, that they ſhould Arundel fert. 
pay the ſaid Offerings out of every Ten Shillings of their Rent, — 4 
to what Sum ſoever the ſaid Rent ſhould amount unto. It ſeems abſtrat 3 
till then forty Shillings per Annum was the higheſt, that any dem. Annqui- 


© Houſe in London was rented at, which was by reaſon of the great- tates Fccleſiæ 
er value, that was then upon Money, (a Shilling in thoſe Times Pinne p. 
being worth more than a Guinea is now.) And when the change 1 
that happned in this value, altered the Rents of Houſes, becauſe 
it had ſeldom been known, that any had paid for above forty 
Shillings Annual Rent before ( ſcarce any Rent before exceeding 
that Sum) they laid hold on this for a Pretence, that no Offerings 
were to be made for any Sum beyond it in the ſaid Rents. For 
the ſaid Decree of Roger Niger having expreſſed in particular, 
1 that on all thoſe Sundays and Holy-Days a Farthing ſhould be 
Paid of every Ten Shillings Rent, an Half. penny of every Twenty 
Shillings Rent, three Farthings of every Thirty Shillings Rent, 
and a Penny of every forty Shillings Rent, and there ſtopping 
the mention of Particulars did after that ſubjoin only in general, 
Ft fic aſcenſive pro rata penſlonis ultra dil am ſummam quadriginta ſo- 
lidorum ad quantamcunq; ſummam penſio bujuſmodi annua ſe extendat, 
eferre teneantur, prout haftenus longis retroactis temporibus, & tem- 
pere prſacripti bill per Paroc hi anos Eecleſiarum Civitatis prædicta offerre 
e ætitit conſuetum, The ſaid Citizens would from hence infer, that 
nothing was to be paid for what was above the Rent of forty 
Shillings, but accordiug to Cuſtom, and pleaded that there was 
no Cuſtom to pay any thing for what the Rent exceeded that 1 
_ | D 2 ut 
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But the Archbiſhop having ſettled the matter as above - mention- 
ed, they acquieſced in his Determination, and according thereto 
theſe Offerings were conſtantly paid, without any contradiction, *? 


till the Year 1453. when the Citizens thinking that the Clergy 


impoſed on them in the great number of Holy-Days, on which, 

(b) See the beides Sundays, they required the ſaid Offerings, () a new Di- 
Bull of Pope ſpute aroſe about this, and after a long Conteſt in the Eccleſia- 
Nicolas in ke ſtical- Courts, and Appeals made to Rome about it, at length it 


& he . ; 
3 Cy. was ſubmitted to Eight Arbitrators to decide the matter, who 


ſtoms of Lon- by their (c) Award bearing date December the Seventeentn, 


* 


_ Jol. 19, An. Dom. 145 7. fixed thoſe Offerings at 52 Sundays, and 22 Holy- * 


7 ) Book of Days,which amounted to three Shillings and a Penny of thePound. 


the Common * 
Cuftoms of mon . Council of the City. But within a few Months afterwards, 


London. Ab» how it came to pals I know not, they (4) were made receive the 
tract, p. 3. Bull of Pope Nicolas the Fifth, dated about fourYears before, which 
15 Ae oo 9 did ſet the Rate at Five-pence in the Pound higher, that i, it ap- 
Cuſtoms of Pointed for many Holy-Days for theſe Offerings belides Sundays, 
London, and às made them amount to 3 y. 6 d. of the Pound. And the City did, 


the Abſtrat, by Act of Common Council bind themſelves to obey this Bull, and 


ibidem. according hereto theſe Offerings were paid at the rate of 3 5. and 
(e) Abſtratt, 6 d. of the Pound, without any oppoſition till the 25thYear of King 
P. 5» Henry the VIIIth, i. e. An. Dom. 1533. But then the Pope's power 


being abrogated in England, (e) ſome Citizens pretending, that 
they ſhould incur a Premunire in obeying the Pope's Bull, refu- 
ſed any longer to pay theſe Offerings, and when proſecuted in 


the Eccleſiaſtical- Courts for this refuſal, they preferred a Bill in 


the Star Chamber againſt their Clergy, that ſued for them, and 
therein ſetting forth that other Pariſhes without the Liberties of 
London paid only two Shillings of the Pound, they prayed, that 
they might not be obliged to pay any more, in which ſuit after 


publication of Evidences both Parties ſubmitted the Cauſe to | 


the Arbitration of Thomas Cranmer Lord Archbiſhop of Cant er- 
bury, Thomas Lord Audley, Lord Chancellor of England, S:ephen: 


Gar diner, Biſhop of Wincheſter, Thomas Cromwel Eſq ; Maiter of 


the King's Jewels, Sir Thomas Fisz-Fames, Chief Juſtice of the 
King s-BHench, and Sir Robert Norwich, Chief Juſtice of the Com- 
mon- Pleas, who finding that the Parochial Clergy demanded three 
Shilling and Six-pence of the Pound, as had been formerly paid 


by the Bull of Pope Vicolas the Fifth, for fourſcore Years paſt, 
and that the Citizens contended, that they might pay no more 
than two Shillings of the Pound, as other Pariſhes without the 
Liberties of London did, they did ſplit the matter between them, 

and 
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And this Award was agreed to, ratified and confirmed by the Com- 
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which Award the King ratified and commanded it to be ob- es 
ſerved by his (F) Letters Patents bearing date April the 2d, Aſtra 5.33. 
Anno Regni 25, i. e. Anno Domini 1534, and two Years after it herein "obo 
was confirmed by Ac of Parliament, which is not printed in the Award is re- 
Statute-Books, but it may be ſeen on the Parliament-Rolls, 24 and cor- 
Anno 27 Henrici Octavi. But notwithſtanding the Citizens be-!“ Weds 

ing ſtil] diſſatisfied, they did in the 35th Year of King Henry the 

VIlith, . . Anno Domini 1543. raiſe new Difficulties about new 
Foundations, Brew-Houſes, Dye-Houſes, Cranes, and other Par- 

ticulars, demanding Deductions in reſpect of theſe, which would 

have much diminiſhed the Revenue of the Clergy of London, as 

ſettled by the laſt Award. And to obtain their purpoſe they 

put up a Bill in Parliament, which paſſed the Commons, but was 

caſt out by the Lords. But the Conteſt ſtill continuing, for the 

full ending of it, at length an Act paſſed Auno 37 Henrici Octavi, 

I. e. Anno Domini 1545. whereby the Lord Archbiſhop of Can- 

terbury, with ſeveral other Referees therein named, were au- 
thoriſed by their Award to determine and finally ſettle all Par- 

ticulars then in Controverſie between the ſaid Citizens and (g) See the 
Clergy concerning this matter. And accordingly on the 24th - * 
of february in the ſame Year they made their (g) Award, which is . 
printed in the Statute-Books with that Act, whereby they confirm 

the Rate of 25. and 94. of the Pound of all Reats:in Londen to be 

Paid to the Parochial Clergy for their Tithes. And according to 

the Determination of this Award, the matter hath ever ſince ſtood, 

excepting only as to thoſe Pariſhes that were burat by the dread- 

ful Fire of London An. Dom. 1665, concerning which, another Or- 

der hath been made by Act of Parliament, as may be ſeen in the 

' Statute of the 22d, and 23d of King Charles the IId, Chap. 15. 

And in the City of Canterbury at firſt the ſame Rule was ob- (5) Som- 
ſerved, as formerly in Lo»4on, () and the like Offerings of a f T Canter. 
Farthing for every ten Shilliugs of their Rents on all Sundays and bare 56 
Holydays were there alſo made for their Tithes, even as far down 348, © 
(.) as to the Year 1457. but afterwards it came to the payment (i Semner's- 
of ten Pence of every Noble, that is two Shiilings and ſix Pence 7 Appendice 
of the Pound. And according to tais Rule do they pay their 9%“ 30. 
Tithes to their Miniſters even to this Day in all the Pariſhes of? . 
that City, excepting only ( in the Pariſh of St. Andre w's, where p. 348. 
they pay ſomewhat more, that is, ſaith Somners ten Pence Half- 
penny for every Noble, which comes to two Shillings ſeven Pence 
Half-penny of the Pound. But at the time of the making of this 


Award for Norwich, two Shillings and nine Pence was there paid, 


as it is averred therein, and this hath no Act of Parliament to 
warrant it, but ows its Original and Eſtabliſhment only to the 
Determinations and Decrees made by the Archbiſhops of that 
See, and yet notwithſtanding it ſtands good in Law, and no bo- 
dy diſputes its Validity on that account, but all there either pay 
their Tithes according to this Rule, or elſe are compelled by 
Law, when they detain them. | 
And if the Determinations of Roger Niger, Biſhop of London, 
and of Thomas Arundell, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and of the 
Eight Arbitrators Anno Domini 1457. could ſettle this matter in 
London, and the Determinations 85 the Archbiſhops of Canter- 
bury could do the ſame in the City of Canterbury, why may not 
the Determination and Award of King Charles the Firſt, that 
bleſſed Martyr for our Church, do the ſame in Norwich? Eſpe- 
cially ſince the matter was in ſo full a manner in all the legal 
Forms ſubmitted to him by all Parties concerned. I ſay further, 
if Pope Nicolas the Fifth could ſettle thoſe Tithes in London at 
three Shillings and Six- pence of the Pound, and his Decree con- 
cerning this matter was for eighty Years together admitted, ex- 
ecuted and allowed as good in Law, till another legal Settlement 
of thoſe Tithes was made, why might not King Charles the Firſt 
by a like Decree ſettle two Shillings of the Pound in Norwich? 
For whatſoever Power the Popes * Rome were formerly allow- 
ed to exerciſe in this Realm hath ever ſince theAbolition of their 
Juriſdiction here been by the Statutes of the Land veſted in the 
King, and therefore if the Pope could do this before that Abo- 
lition, moſt certainly the King can do it ever ſince. 

But againſt all this it will be objected, That the Two Awards 
made by King Heury the VIIIth concerning this matter were both 
thought neceſſary to be confirmed by Act of Parliament in man 
ner as is above related. And therefore if thoſe Awards could 
not be good for London without ſuch a Confirmation, neither can 
this of King Charles the Iſt be good for Norwich, without being 
confirmed in the ſame manner. 

To this Lanſwer, That the Caſe as to theſe Two Awards of 
King Henry the VIIlth was quite different from that now before 
. us, there being as to both thoſe Awards a reaſon in them for ſuch 
1 a Confirmation to make them valid and good in Law, which is 
y not in this Award of King Charlies the Iſt for the City of 1Vorwich. 
Y For to begin with the firſt of them, that which was awarded 
in the 25th Year of King Henry the VIIIth, it was not made ori- 
ginally to ſettle any manner of Tithing between the Clergy and. 
Citizens of London for the payment of their perſonal 1 

whic 
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* which might always have been done either by the Parties them-" 
ſeves, or the Award of Arbitrators, to whom it ſhould be ſub- 
mitted (and none of thoſe Modi Decimandi, which are now in be- 

ing, were ever made otherwiſe) but it was to unſettle and take 
away what had formerly by good Law been fully ſettled. And 
” ſince no legal Right can be taken away without a Law made of 
> purpoſe for it, for this Reaſon was it that the ſaid Act was made 
to confirm that Award. In Favour of the Citizens of London that 
Award had brought down the three Shillings and Sixpence of the 


Pound, which had been formerly paid, and legally ſettled, to 
two Shillings and nine Pence of the Pound, which being of great 
Advantage to the ſaid Citizens, to ſecure it to them againſt all fu- 
ture Claims and Reſumptions of the Clergy, they procured this 
Act of Parliament for the Confirmation of it. In the former Award 
of the eight Arbitrators it had been brought down to three Shil- 
lings and a Peny of the Pound, but not long after they were forced 
to receive the Bull of Pope Nicolas the Fifth, and by Virtue there- 
of to pay as formerly ; and therfore to exclude the Clergy from 
any ſuch former Reſumptions of their former Right, and pin them 


- down irrevocably to the two Shillings and nine Pence of the 


Pound, ( which was al! that was allowed them by this A- 
ward of the 25th of King Henry the VIIIth) this Act of 
of Parliament was obtained to confirm it. So the End of it was 


not to confirm to the Clergy any Settlement of their Dues, but to 
confirm to the Citizens of London that Abatement of them, which 


was by that Award granted unto them. The Dues of the Clergy. 
of London had been before ſufficiently ſecured and eſtabliſhed by 
many Decrees anciently made, and long Uſage thereupon had, 


and therefore they needed no new Law for their Eſtabliſhment. 
But theſe Dues having been diminiſhed by this Award, and nine 
Pence taken away out of every three and Sixpence, which was 


before legally ſettled, this was ſuch an Alteration in the former 
Law as conld not be valid without a new Law to give Authority. 


= thereto, and therefore to confirm this Alteration, and ſecure to 
the Citizens of London the Advantage they had gotten by it, an 
+ Actof Parliament was abſolutely neceſlary ; and for this Reaſon . 
only was it that it was obtained. But our Caſe at Norwich being 
quite otherwiſe, the Precedent doth not here hold. Had there 

been in this City any ſuch manner appointed and eſtabliſhed by 
Law before the Award of King Charles the Iſt, as there was in 
London betore this Award of King Henry the VIIIth, for the Pay- 
ment ot their Perſonal Tithes, it mult be acknowledged ſuch a 
legal Eſtabliſhment could not without a new Law have been * 
5 ter d.. 
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ter'd, but an Act of Parliament muſt have been obtained for it, be 
a who will the Arbitrator, that had awarded it. But when there 
is nothing, ſettled but the Perſonal Tithes, which are due in all 
Places of Trade by the general Law of the Land, and concerning 
theſe a Difficulty and Diſpute ariſeth about the manner only how 
they ſhall be paid, that is, how much the Tradeſ-men will confeſs 
of their Perſonal Tithes, (-which is the only way they can be 
had, -now the Oath for diſcovering them is taken away) and 
how much the Clergy will be contented to accept, certainly this 
may be agreed and compounded either by the Parties themſelves, 
or elſe by any Arbitrator. whom they ſhall think fit to ſubmit the 
Matter to, without any need of an Act of Parliament to confirm 
the Award. And this is exactly the Caſe at Norwich. Perſonal 
Tithes are here due, as well as in all other Cities and Towns of 
Trade in this Realm. The Manner how they ſhall be paid, now 
the Oath for diſcovering them is taken away, was the only thing 
in Diſpute. This both Parties agreed to refer to King Charles the 
Iſt, and bound themſelves to abide by his Determination; and 
hereon, after full Examination had of the Matter, he did, by the 
Advice of his Council, make this Award. And lince thereby no 
former Law is alter'd, or any new Tax impoſed, but only a Me- 
thod and Manner ſettled how the Citizens of Norw:ch ſhould pay 
their Perſonal Tithes, an old and undoubted Right, that is, after 
the rate of two Shillings of the Pound out of the Reats of their 
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a Houſes ; certainly there can be no need of a new Law to confirm - 
. that, wherein no Alteration of Law is made. | F 
ty And as to the other Award of the 37th of King Henry the 


VIIIth, the ſame is to be ſaid as of the former. It was not intended 
for the Settlement of any thing on the Behalf of the Clergy, but 
to unſettle and take from them what had been by good Law be- 
fore eſtabliſked; and ſuch an Alteration of Law not being good 
3 without a Law of Purpoſe for it, for this Reaſon was it that the 
* Act of Parliament was obtained, which gave Warrant theretoe, 
[ not by the Clergy of London, but ſolely at the Petition, and in the 
10 Behalf of the Citizens, who were to have the Benefit of it. They 7 
4 had gotten a great Abatement by the former Award, but not be- 
. ing content therewith, they inſiſted ou ſeveral Pretences to have 
1 more, and in order hereto preferred a Bill in Parliament, but 

1 that not ſucceeding, the Matter was referred by the Conſent of 
* both Parties to ſeveral Lords of the Council to be ended between 
bs them by their Arbitration and Award. And after this Submiſſion was 
1 made, the Citizens to make thoſe Advantages ſure to them, which 
they hoped to obtain by it, procured an Act of Parliament to warrant 
and 3 


s . 
RS. , £ A 1 


T os 9 


2 ol * * BY : 

0 z - by * 

> " 
" Sv; 4 


＋ 


3 the foregoing AwAR D, c. 
FW and make valid in Law, whatſoever ſhould be determined hereon. 
Por the Dues of the Clergy in London hazing been before firmly 
== ſettled by Law, nothing that had not the Force of a Law could 
make any Abatement or Diminution from them. 

And this being the whole Reaſon why both theſe AQts were 
obtained to confirm and make good thoſe Awards for the City of 
London; from hence nothing can be argued to prove any Neceſſity 
for a like Act of Parliament to confirm this Award for the City 
of Norwich, the Caſe being quite otherwiſe. For here no old Law 
is alter'd, nor any new one impoſed, but only a Judicial Determi- 
LY nation made of a Difficulty and Diſpute ariſing about the Execu- 
tion of a Law for the Payment of Perſonal Tithes, which had 
been long eſtabliſhed, and therefore there was no need of inter- 
poſing the Legiſlative Authority in this Matter, the judicial alone 
being ſufficient for it. For what King Charles the Firſt did herein 
Was no more than a meer Act of Judicature upon Laws before 
made. That he did it in his Privy Council, he was ſufficiently au- 
thorized by the Submiſſion of both Parties; and had he done 
it in his Legal Courts, he would have been ſufficiently au- 
thorized by his Regal Sovereignty. For there doth not a Term 
pPaſs, in which Decrees are not made both in Chancery and the E- 
quity part of the Exchequer, which in point of Authority do al- 
together as much. From the whole of what hath been ſaid of this 
Affair as to London theſe following Obſervations may be made. 
-— 1ſt. That as often as this Matter hath been medled with in 
that City, it hath always been referred to be determined by an 

Award, as well when done by Act of Parliament as when without 
tit, which ſheweth that this was always thought the propereſt way, 
whereby to ſettle it. 

= 2dly, That none of thoſe Awards, which ſetled the Manner 
7 of paying thoſe Perſonal Tithes in London, were ever confirmed 
= by Act of Parliament, but only thoſe which diminiſhed and took 
j away from that which was formerly ſetled, which proveth that 
ſuch a manner of paying thoſe Tithes may be agreed and ſettled 
according to the Regts of Houſes or otherwiſe, and hold good in 

45 Law without an Act of Parliament to confirm it, and when once ſet- 
led cannot be overthrown or alter'd, but by an Act of Parliament. 
3dly, Since an Act of Parliament was always thought neceſſary, 
as often as any Alteration was made in the ſetled manner of pay- 
ing thoſe Tithes in London, although thoſe Settlements were all 
made only by Awards without any inch Acts; this muſt neceſſarily 
Argue, that thoſe Awards were good and valid in Law, otherwiſe 
it would not have been thought neceſſary to make a new Law of 
_ | pur- 
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A Vindication of 


oh rg to alter them. And if they were good and valid in Law 


or the City of London in this Matter,why may not the like Award 


made for the City of Norwich be good in Law alſo? From hence 1 
it may rather be argued, that ſuch an Award may be made and 
hold good in Law, though never confirmed by any Act of Parlia- 


ment; but that, when made, it cannot be taken away without one. 

And thus far having endeavoured in Juſtification of this Award 
to prove the Legality of it, it remains that I vindicate the Juſtneſs 
and Reaſonableneſs of it, in order whereto I ſhall ſnew, 1ſt. That 
it is juſt and reaſonable that Perſonal Tithes be paid in Cities and 
Towns, as well as Predial and Mixed Tithes in Country Pariſhes; 
and then, 2dly, That the Payment of them according to this A- 


ward is in reſpect of the Tradeſ- man very reaſonably and mode- 9 


rately ſtated. 


iſt. It is juſt and reaſonable, that Perſonal Tithes ſhould be [ 


paid in Cities and Towns, as well as Predial and Mixed Tithes in 
Country Pariſhes, becauſe other wiſe there will be no eſtabliſhed 


Settlement at all in ſuch Places for the maintaining of God's Mi- 


niſters to ſupport his Worſhip. For in them for the moſt part 
there are neither Predial nor Mixed Tithes, and therefore if Per- 
ſonal Tithes be not there paid, there will be nothing at all for the 


4 
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carrying on of this great end, which the worſt of Heathens ne- 
ver yet abſolutely neglected. For even among them Nature was 
never ſo far corrupted but that they preſerved ſome Notions of a 
God, and of the Duty incumbent on them to worſhip and adore 


before him, and therefore in all Places they provided for it in 
maintaining Prieſts, and Temples, and Altars for this Purpoſe. 


For the Light of Nature, which directed them to the Worſhip of 


God, dictated to them alſo the providing of Perſons and Things 


in order to the performing of it. And if we do not utterly caſt off 
the Worſhip of God, we muſt do fo too. That a ſufficient Main- 
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tenance be provided in all Places for God's Miniſters is by all ac- N 
knowledged to be a Divine Law. The Law of Nature, which is 
written by the Finger of the Creator himſelf in the Hearts of all 


of us, in that it dictates unto us the Worſhip of God, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily dictate this too as the Means in order thereto, and the 
Goſpel (a) often commands it. And therefore, although many 


have denied the Divine Right of a tenth part, yet none that 


Gal. 6. v. 6. have owned the Name of Chriſtians (except only the wild 

Sect of the Qualers, as hath been aforeſaid) have ever yet denied 
the Divine Right of a ſufficient Maintenance. And doth it not 
then unavoidably follow, that whereſoever ſuch a Maintenance 


is not provided, there the Inhabitants of the Place all live in a a 
conſtant Breach of a Divine Law ? And 


1 Tim. 5. v. 
17, 18. 


the foregoing Awirp, Oc. 
And where there are no Predial or Mixed Tithes, how can this 
Maintenance' be better ſettled than by Perſonal Tithes out of 
the Gains which each Man makes by theTrade which he follows ? 
For ſince the Gain of the Shop and the Ware-Houſe, as well as 
the Products of the Field, are all the Fruits of God's Bleſling, 
what is more reaſonable than that he ſhould have a Tribute 
out of the - one as well as out of the other for the Sup- 
port of his Worſhip, that ſo continual Praiſe may be render'd to 
our great Benefactor, who gives us all that we are or have? ls 
God only to be worſhipped in Country Villages, and not in Towns 


and Cities, that Tithes ſhould be paid for the Support of his 


Worſhip only in the former, and not in the later? Or do the 


Gains of the Shop and the Ware-houſe come ſo much harder than 


the Gains of the Field, that the one ſhould be excuſed more than 


the other? Is not the Country-man up early and late, abroad in 


all Weathers, and in all Seaſons, and in hard Labour conſumed 
by the Drought in Summer, and the Froſts and the Rains in Win- 
ter, while the Tradeſ. man ſits at home in his Shop or Counting- 
Room, ſecure and ſafe from all ſuch Hardſhips; and then (with 
much leſs Labour) gets his Pounds, where the other gets his 
Shillings? And will it be reaſonable then, that the Country-man 


ſhould be laid a full tenth of his Income for the Publick Service of 


God, and the other nothing at all? In all ſuch Publick Payments 


to make them eaſy and juſt, an Equality ought to be obſerved, 


and none be made to pay leſs than other, much leſs any be excuſed 
from paying any thing at all. And yet, if Perſonal Tithes be not 
paid, thoſe will be excuſed, who are beſt able to pay. For who 
are better able to do this, than the Tradeſ- men that live in Cities 
and Towns? Have not they all the Wealth and Money 
of the Nation in their Hands? Do not they live in the greateſt 
Plenty, and get their Eſtates with the greateſt Eaſe? And can 
it be juſt and equal then, that when the poor Country- man pays 
his full Tithes, thoſe ſhould be allowed to pay none at all? 

All that can be ſaid in Anſwer hereto is, that the Gains of the 
Country-man are the Product of the Field, but the Gains of Trade 
are all the Product of the Perſonal Pains and Labour of the Tradeſ- 
man, and that therefore there is a Reaion for the one which is not 


| | for the other, otherwiſe when God commanded the Payment of 


| : the Tithes of the Field in the Levitical Law, he would not have 


omitted the commanding of the like Payment out of Trade alſo, 


but there were no ſuch Perſonal Tithes under the Levitical Law, 


1 1 as hath been afore acknowleded. To this I reply, 
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(a) Eſſay 


A Vindication of 
1ſt. That though the Diſtinction of Perſonal and Predial Tithes 


is founded in this, that the one is from the Field, and the other 


from the Perſonal Pains and Labour of Men; yet if no Tithes be 
called Predial but what are merely from the Ground, and all Per- 
ſonal that are from the Labour of Men, there will be no ſuch 
thing as Predial Tithes at all. For if Mr. Lock's Computation be 
right, there is that great Diſproportion between the Ground, when 
in its natural State, and when improved by Man's Labour, (a) 


concerning the That of all the Products of the Field ninety nine parts in an hun- 
true Original dred are owing to the Labour of Men, and the hundredth part 
and Extent of only to the natural Soil, and for that part the Seed that is ſown 


Government. 
chap. 5. 


for the Crop doth more than make a Quadruple amends. And 
therefore ſtrictly ſpeaking the Country- man's Gains are as much 
from Perſonal Pains and Labour as the others; and conſequently 
if this be a Reaſon to excuſe from thePayment of Tithes in Towns 
and Cities, it will be as good a Reaſon to excuſe from the Pay- 
ment of them in the Country too, and then there will be none 
paid at all. 

That there were no Perſonal Tithes paid under the Levitical 
Law cannot argue that therefore there ſnould none be paid now, 
the Caſe being quite different. For the Reaſons why no ſuch Tithes 
were then paid, were, 1ſt. Becauſe there were then none to pay; 
and 2dly, Becauſe if there had, there was no need of them. And 
iſt. There were no Perſonal Tithes then to pay. For the Jews 


being forbid, while they dwelt in their own Land, to hold any 


Converſe with thoſ of other Nations, leſt they ſhould be ſeduced 
by them to Idolatry, none of them did then live by Trade or Tra- 
fick, but each Man had his Share in the Land, which he cultiva- 
ted, and thereby maiatained himſelf and Family, and of that paid 
alſo his Tithes. That there were among them Smiths, and Car- 
penters, and other ſuch Mechanicks for the neceſſary Uſes of Life, 
cannot be denied, for we read of them in the Scriptures, but the 
Gains of thoſe Trades among them were only as the Wages of 
the Day-Labourers, which being daily ſpent in the Neceſſaries 


of Life for the Support of thoſe that earned them, left none 


or very little clear Profits over for any ſuch Perſonal Tithes 
to be paid out of them, and therefore then there could be 
none ſuch among them. And if there could, 2dly, There 
was in that Oeconomy no need of them. For the uſe which 
Tithes were applied to under the Jewiſh State was only to ſup- 
port the Temple and Temple Service, and maintain the Prieſts 
and Levites, who officiated therein, for which purpoſe thoſe 
Tithes being equally diſtributed among them, all had a ſufficient 

Main- 
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Maintenance, and the Service of God, as long as they were duly 
er ſuffered through want of what was neceſſary to ſup- 


port it. But the Caſe with us is quite otherwiſe : For we are a 
trading People, and the beſt part of the Wealth of the Nation 
Conſiſts in the Gains that ariſe thereby. And can it then be 
'reaſonable, that the whole Burden for the maintaining of thoſe, 

that miniſter in Holy Things, ſhould be caſt upon the product of 
the Land only, which is the leſſer Part of our Wealth, and the 
other that is the product of Trade, which is much the greater, 
go wholly free? And if this Part be permitted thus to go free, 
and no ſuch perſonal Tithes be paid out of it, how much the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Intereſt of Religion muſt be prejudiced 

hereby, and the great damage, which hath been done to both 
in many Places of this Kingdom through the want of theſe Tithes, 
ſince the legal Remedy for their recovery hath been taken away, 
doth abundantly demonſtrate. For there is as much need of thoſe 
Tithes for the ſupport of the Honour of God and his Holy Reli- 
gion among us, as there is for the other; perſonal Tithes being 
ds neceſlary for this purpoſe in Cities and Towns, as predial and 
mixed Tithes are in the Country. For our Tithes do not all go 
to the maintaining of One Temple only, as they did among the 

© Jews, nor are they all in common equally to be divided among all, 
that officiate in the Divine Service throughout the whole Nati- 
on, as it was with them, but we have in this Land Ten thou- 


{ſand Temples, and each of them have ſeparately and apart ap- 


'Propriated to them the Tithes of the Place or Pariſh, in which 
they ſtand, for the maintaining of thoſe who officiate in them. 
And ſince in many of thoſe Places or Pariſhes among us there 


do no predial or mix'd Tithes ariſe, if perſonal Tithes be not 
Paid in ſuch, there will be no Tithes at all in thoſe Places for the 


*maintaining of God's Miniſters, and the ſupport of his Honour 
and Worſhip in them, and this ſufficiently ſhews how much need 
we have of this ſort of Tithes in our Conſtitution, though the 
Jews had no need of them in theirs. And although for theſe Rea- 


ſons we have no Precedent from them for the payment of this fort 


of Tithes, yetithis can make nothing againſt them, ſince we have a 
much earlier One for them in the firſt Inſtance of the payment 


of Tithes, which we meet with in Holy Writ. For thoſe Tithes 


which Abraham paid Aelchiſedec, the Prieſt of the Moſt High 
God, after his Victory over the Four Kings, were perſonal 
*Tithes; for they were neither of the Field, nor of the Flock, but 
of the Gains which were gotten by the labour and ſucceſs of 
War. And ſince the Chriltian Prieſthood is formed according, 


(4) to 
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25 ve 11, 1 cedent from the former ought to be of as great force with us 
for this ſort of Tithes, as a Precedent from the later for the o- 
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A Vindication of 
(a) Heb. 5. (a) to the order of Melchiſedec, and not according to that of 


Chap. Aaron, which is now aboliſhed and done away. Certainly a Pre- 


It will be ſaid, That though perſonal Tithes be not now paid 
in Cities and Towns, as formerly before the Statute of King E4- 
ward the Sixth took away the means of recovering them, yet vo- 
luntary Contributions are made in their ſtead, and theſe do as 
well. To this I anſwer, That they are ſo far from doing as well, 
that of all the ways, whereby proviſion hath been made for the 
Miniſters of Religion, this is certainly the worſt, eſpecially as 
now practiſed among us. For theſe voluntary Contributions do 
moſtly fall very much ſhort of a Competency, are liable to great 
Abuſes, are very prejudicial both to Church and State, and are 
paid with great inequality: And therefore they do by no means 
compenſate for the ſubſtraction of thoſe perſonal Tithes, or do 
in any meaſure anſwer the End, for which they were appointed, 
but do often become the Cauſe of obſtructing that End, by pro- 
moting Hereſie, Schiſm, and Diſorder, inſtead of the true Wor- 
ſhip and Honour of God, and introduicng a contempt and neg- 
le& of Religion, inſtead of propagating and advancing it, as 
ſhall particularly be ſhewn under the Heads I have mention- 
ed 


And 1ſt, Theſe voluntary Contributions do fall very much 
ſhort of a Competency, and how much they do ſo in this City 
of Norwich, will beſt be ſhewn by laying before you, what they 


did here amount to in the Year 1677, when they were at the © 


higheſt. For this City was then in the beſt Temper and Diſpoſi- 


tion to encourage and promote the true Worſhip of God, and to 


do what was juſt and honourable for his Miniſters in order there- 
to. And this Iaclination having then led them to think of ſome _ 
Method of making a due Settlement on them by Act of Parlia- 
ment, a Committee was appointed by the Corporation to drac 
upa Bill to be offered at the next following Seſſions for this pur- 
poſe. In order whereto they having taken an account of what 
the Certain Endowments, and what the Arbitrary Contributions 
_ amounted to in every Pariſh: That Account is as follow- 
eth. 


St. Auſt ins, 
St. Andrews, 
Al. Saints, 
St. Peter's 'of South-Gate, 
St. Etheldreas, 
5 St. Julian Sy 
St. Peters per Mounter-Gate, 
St. Johns de Sepulchro, 
St. Michaels at Thorn, 
St. Johns Timberhill, 
St. 5 tephens, 
St. Peters of Mancroft, 
St. Giles, 
F St. Bemnets, 
St. Swit hin, 
St. Margarets, 
St. Laurence, 
St. Gregories, 
St. John's of Mader mar bet, 
St. Michael at Plea, 
St. Peters of Hungate, 
St. George's of Tombland, 
St. Martin sat the Palace, 
St. Helens, 
St. Simon and Jude, 
St. Clement 's, 
N f St. Saviour s, 
St. Edmunds, 
St. James's, 
4 St. Paul's cum Pockthorp, 
St. Marys Coſlany, 
A St. Michael's Coſlany, 
St. George's at Colgate, 
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| 18 St. Martin's at Cal. 
1 Pariſhes 34 
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Of theſe Pariſhes you ſee Twelve are under the value of 20 J. 
© per Annum, and all but Seven under 30 J. 


1 er Annum, and of theſe 
# Seven but Two only may be ſaid to "be 7 3g 
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A Vindication of _ - 
for a Miniſter in ſuch a City, and how long theſe ſhall be ſo, de- 
pends wholly upon the Will and Pleaſure of the Inhabitants. And 
the Caſe is the ſame in moſt of the other Cities, and larger Towns 
of the Kingdom. And that ſuch mean Allowances can be called 
Competencies, or ſufficient Maintenancies for a Miniſter, eſpe- 
cially in great Towns and Cities, where the Cures are more labo- 
rious, and the Charges of living much greater, is what thoſe, 
who are the moſt maliciouſly bent for the keeping of the Clergy 
low, can ſcarce have the Confidence to ſay: For what is a Com- 
petency in this Caſe, muſt be eſtimated with reſpec, 1ſt, To 
the Miniſter, who is to be maintained ; 2dly, To the Honour 
and Intereſt of Religion, which is to be ſupported and promoted 
by him; 3dly, To the Poor, who are to be comforted, and re- 
lieved by his Charity; 4thly, To the People, who are to be in- 
ſtructed, and taken Care of by him; and 5thly, To the Charges 
of Living, which he muſt be at in the Place, where he is call- 
ed. And when the Miniſter's Maintenance is ſufficient for all theſe 
Purpoſes, then only is it, that it can be ſaid to be a Competen- 
cy for him. 1 | 

And, 1ſt, in reſpect to the Miniſter, it muſt be ſufficient to 
maintain him in a manner ſuitable to his Education and Profeſſion. 
For the Education of a Miniſter tis very chargeable, and there- 
fore if the Maintenance afterwards doth not in ſome meaſure an- 
{wer it, who will breed up their Children for the Employment? 
Were Miniſters no better provided for elſewhere, than they are 
tor the moſt part in the great Towns and Cities of England, the 
Profeſſion would ſoon be deſerted, and the Miniſtry of the Goſpel 


muſt deſcend like Jeroboam's Prieſthood, to the meaneſt of the Peo- 


ple. We:have an Inſtance of this already in ales; where to read 
and to write are in many Places all the Qualifications required for 
a Miniiter, becauſe the Maintenance is ſo low, as not to deſerve 
any better. For where Men can make a better Livelihood at 
mechanic Trades, (which coſt them nothing, but a ſeven Years 
Apprentiſhip to learn them) than they can by the Miniſtry, who 
will be at the Charges of a learned Education to qualifie them- 
ſelves for it? And what Mechanic is there in the City of Nor- 
wich, (and folſuppoſe it is in other Places, where Arbitrary 
Contribution only 1s the Maintenance ) who is not better paid, 


than the Miniſter ? Which of them is there, that cannot earn his 


ten Shillings a Week, that doth with any tolerable Induſtry fol- 
low his Employment? This is the common Wages of the Car- 
penter, and the Maſon, the Thatcher, and the Tiler, and yet 
putting all theſe Pariſhes together and equally dividing their In- 
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165)e foregoing AwaRD, Vc. "© 
come, as above ſtated, according to their number, there will be 
but ten Shillings a Week for every Miniſter, that ſerves them 
and one Penny over. And as the Education for the Profeſſion © 

a Miniſter is to be conſidered; for it is not a Mechanic, but a 
Learned Profeſſion that he is of, and all Profeſſions of Learning 
have ever been eſteemed honourable, and for ſuch an honourable 
Maintenance ought to be provided. The Three learned Profeſ- 
ſions with us are Divinity, Law, and Phylic; and Divinity being 
the firſt in Place and Dignity, how hard is it, that it ſhou!d be 
depreſſed ſo far below the loweſt in Maintenance, and the Way 
of living, as we too often find it to be? And that when the Law- 
yer.and the Phyſician are encouraged with ſuch large Rewards, 
as often do raiſe them large Fortunes for themſelves and their Fa- 
milies, the Divine, from whoſe Miniſtry depends our higheſt In- 
tereſt, ſhould want what is ſufficient to ſupport him in his Func- 
tion. Certainly where there is wanting what is ſufficient to ſup- 
port him in ſuch a manner as ſhall be ſuitable to his Education,and 
ſuitable to the Honour and Dignity of his Profeſſion, there his 
= Maintenance can by no means be ſaid to be competent for him. 
: 2. In reſpe& to the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, the Main- 
tenance of a Miniſter, in order to a Competency, ought to be 
3 1{uch, as will ſufficiently enable him to ſupport and promote it. 
For this is the End of his Office, and the Reaſon of his Appoint- 
ment to it, and for this End and Reaſon only is it, that the Law 
of God doth require, that a Maintenance be allowed unto him, 
and therefore it ought to be ſuch, as will put him in a Condition 
to anſwer this Reaſon, and fully come up to this End, in the diſ- 
charge of the Office, which he is called unto. And as far as it 
falls ſhort of this, ſo far it muſt alſo fall ſhort of that Competen- 
cy, Which is his due, and of the Law of God, which commands 
it to be given unto him. Now to put a Miniſter into ſuch a Con- 
dition, as may fully enable him to ſupport and promote our Holy 

Cariſt ian Religion according to the Duties of his Office in the 

Station, where he is called, beſides Abilities of Learning and 

Knowledge, (which I ſhall ſpeak to by and by) it is alſo neceſ- 

ſary, iſt, That he maintain and hold up ſuch a Figure in the Way 

and Manner of his Living, as ſhall be agreeable to the Honour 
and Dignity of his Function; 2dly, That he have a Spirit and 
Vigour of Mind ſuitable to his Work; and 3dly, That he keep 
up {ſuch an Authority among his People, as may make his Mini- 
ſtry effectuel nato them for their everlaſting Salvation. For if 
he doth not live up to the Dignity of his FunQion, and have a 
Spirit ſuitable to the Work thereof, he will never be able to diſ- 
F | charge 
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charge the Duties of it as he onght ; and tho' he ſhould, yet ſtill 
if he have no Authority among his People, it will be all to no end 
and purpoſe. And therefore to enable him fully to anſwer the 
end of his Miniſtry, and the Reaſon of his Appointment to it, all 
theſe are abſolutely neceſſary for him, and without a Competency 
to ſupport him with Sufficiency and Credit in his Station, it is 
ſcarce poſlible he can have any one of them. 

For 1ſt, As to the Dignity of his Function, he is ſent an Ambaſſa- 
dor of God to bring the Meſſages of Life and Salvation unto the 
Sons of Men; and if he be not maintained in a Condition ſuitable 
to his Character both his Conduct and his Credit will ſoon fink be- 
neath it, and this muſt neceſſarily expoſe him to Neglect and Con- 
tempt among thoſe to whom he is ſent. And when a Miniſter once 
becomes negle&ed and contemned by his People, this too often 
operates to the making of Religion it ſelf for his Sake to become 
neglected and contemned alſo. And if we ſhould make an impar- 
tial Scrutiny into the Cauſes that have brought this lamentable 
Decay upon our holy Chriſtian Religion, which is now fo viſible 
among us in this Land, I reckon that Contempt which is caſt up- 
on our Miniſters by Reaſon of the low and mean Circumſtances 
of Life, which through the impropriating of Predial Tithes, and 
the ſubſtracting of Perſonal; the growing of Cuſtoms and Mod. 
Decimand;, the prevailing of Simony, the exacting of Bonds of Re- 
ſignation, and other ſuch Hardſhips, which the greater part of 
them are now reduced unto, will be found to have been the moſt 
prevalent of all to work this impious and deplorable Effect amon 

(a) Nil ba- us. It is reckoned one of the greateſt Hardſhips of Poverty 85 
bet infelix that it makes Men ridiculous, but it never doth more ſo, than 
pauper tas du- when joined with a great Character. For a great Character and 
pang je, ia mean Figure, when put together, muſt neceſſarily make a very 
cum quot." awkward and ridiculous Appearance; and if the Miniſters of the 
{xir. |uvenal. Goſpel can make their Appearance among their People in no o- 
Sat. 3. ther Dreſs but ſuch an one as this, neither the Character they are 

under, nor the Qualifications of their Perſons, how eminent ſo- 

ever, will be able to protect them from their Contempt, but they 
muſt unavoidably in this Caſe ſoon grow to be mean and deſpica- 
ble in their Eyes. And when the Teachers and Miniſters of Re- 
ligion are brought down to ſo low an Eſteem, it is the readieſt 
way to ſink the whole Work and Buſineſs, on which they are 
ſent, as low alſo, and make even Religion it ſelf to be contemp- | 
tible among them, for the Sake of thoſe that teach it. For in this 
Caſe Men do not always ſeparate the Perſons from the Work and 
Profeſſion, in which they are employed; but if they once come 
| wat 122 8 to 
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the foregoing Awird, GW. 43 
to contemn the Perſons of their Miniſters, the next Step uſually 
- js to neglect and deſpiſe all the Duties and Doctrines of our Holy 
Chriſtian Religion which are taught by them; and too many are 
the Inſtances which we have hereof in this Profane and Atheiſtical 
Age, in which we live. And although this Extremity of ill Ef- 
fe& doth not always follow herefrom, yet think it may be ſaid 
by undeniable Experience,that it is always in ſome Degree found, 
wherever there is this Cauſe to produce it, and that it ſcarce ever 
happens but that where the Miniſters are out of Credit and Eſteem 
among their People, it detracts ſomething from the Credit and 
Eſteem of the Religion it ſelf, in which they officiate, and where- 
ever that ſinks in its Credit and Eſteem, there its Influence and 
its Iatcreſt muſt unavoidably ſink alſo, and fall into Decay. And 
this is a Conſequence which the ancient Fathers of the Church 
were ſufficiently aware of; and therefore to ſecure the Honour 
and Reſpe& which is due unto our Holy Chriſtian Religion, from 
ſuffering any thing from the Perſons that miniſter ia it, nothing, 
was more their Care than to provide,that none ſhould be admitted 
into the Miniſtry, 'who lay under any Defect, either Moral or 
Natural, that might - expoſe them to Contempt, well knowing 
that the Contempt of the Miniſter too often draws after it a Con- 
tempt upon the Religion it ſelf, in which he officiates. And this 
is the Reaſon we have ſo many Canons in the ancient Codes of the 
Church, which exclude from the Sacred Function not only thoſe 
who have upon them the Blot of any paſt notorious Crime, but alſo 
all others, who are under any other Circumſtances that may pro- 
voke Contempt, or bring any Diſgrace to their Perſons, how in- 
nocent ſoever they may be from all manner of Guilt, as to the 


Cauſes from whence they proceded. And therefore not only (a) (4) vide The- 


Homicides, Simoniacks, Uſurers, Incendiaries,-and Perſons meſſinum, p. 2. 
guilty of Sacrilege, Perjury, Fornication, and other ſuch Crimes, Iib. 1. cap.56, 
but alſo () Baſtards, Slaves, and all that are any way maimed, or 57253,59, 60s 
deformed in Body, are by thoſe Canons forbid to be taken into 660 Vide Ne. 
Holy Orders, that ſo the Contempt, which is uſually caſt upon ſuch num, p. 2. 
who are under theſe Misfortunes, may not bring a Contempt up- lib. 1. 2 Capixe 
on Religion it ſelf by their Miniſtring in the Sacred Offices of it. 55. due, 4d 
And for the ſame Reaſon it is (that is, to preſerve the Credit and Hu 1 5 4 
Reputation of the Miniſtry) that a great many things which are 47 ih. 1. 
allowed without Cenſure in other Men, are by the Canons of the 77. 17. 18. 
Church prohibited the Clergy. So cautious hath the Church al- and 20. 
ways been to provide againſt every thing that might any way de- Spelmænnicon- 
tract from the Honour which is due unto them, becauſe their Ho- = Nt A, 
nour hath the Honour of Religion it ſelf involved therein; and 132 C.. 
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44 A Vindication of 

(a) Excerp- therefore they are forbid as much (a) as to go into a Tavern or 
tones Egberti, AJe-houſe,unleſs when on a Journey for neceſſary Refreſhment, or 
TE} Commer, on ſome other ſuch juſt and honeſt Occaſion. They are not (b) 
C. 30. Concl. at Feaſts, or at any other time to exceed the number of three 
lium Eboracen- Glaſſes. They are never (c) to drink, or pledge any Healths. 
ſe ſub Huberto They are (d) not to Hunt, or Hawk, or be ſeen at any other ſuch 
Archiepiſcepo Sports. They are never to be preſent at any (e) Stage-Plays, 
. Juggling, Drolls, or other ſuch Shows. Neither are () they 
ciliunm Londi- to play at Dice, or be in Company while others do; leſt theſe 
nenſe ſub eo. things leſſening their Reputation, and diminiſhing that Reſpect and 
dem, Can. 9. Reverence, which is due unto them among their People, their 


Conſtitutiones Miniſtry ſhould alſo be diminiſhed and weakned in its Influence 
Facobi Ræg is 


pril, C. 75. Over them, and Religion it ſelf ſuffer thereby. For where the 


(% Diſtinct. Miniſters are eſteemed and regarded, there Religion always hath 
44. C. quan- its ſtrongeſt Influence; and where they are contemned and ne- 
do 2. glected, there Religion it ſelf will ſoon grow into Contempt and 


(e) Concilium | 12 
eee Neglect alſo. And therefore it hath been always thought of the 


6 hmocerzio greateſt Import for the ſupporting and promoting of our holy 


Papa 127110, Chriſtian Religion, to ſecure unto the Miniſters of it all that Ho- 
Can. 15. nour, Reſpect, and Reverence, which is due unto the Dignity of. 
4 cr294/2 © that Function, which they are called unto. And for this Reaſon 


e, have all theſe Proviſions been made to debar them from every 


lleenter 24/37. thing that might tend to leſſen or diminiſh it. But what need all 


of * 


ne ant, unde this Care, if Miniſters be not at the ſame time preſerved from 
#719 155 Poverty, which doth more expoſe them to Contempt, Scorn, 
1772, and Diſeſteem, than all theſe put together? And therefore that 


Maintenance which falls ſhort of doing this, cannot aniwer the end 


* 7 1 7 5 . 82 * 
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zu mcitrur, Of its Appointment, or can be that Competency which is neceſſary 


Une idlum a- to be allotted unto them. | And 
bi dermis | ESE 
1145 peuitus 450lendum, quo in quibuſdain partious ad potus xquales fuo modo ſe obligant potatores, G 


r jadioio ralium ples laudatur, quiplures inebriat, & calices j-ecundtores exhauritt, Si quis autem ſu- 


per bys fe culpabilem exhibuerit, hiſi a ſuperiore commonitus ſatisfecerit, ab officio  beneficio ſuſpen- 
dimuw tExira Vita Honeſtate Clericorum, C. 4 Crapula & Ebrietate. Which Canon was re- 


ev od in Eupland by Elmumd of Abington, Arch-Bilhop of Canterbury, in a Provincial Coun— 


eil, Au 23. Cu. 6. intheſe Words, lum abuſum Clericis penitus interdicimus, quando ad 
potus 49u4'25 ſumendis le obligant patatores, & ille judicio talium plus laudatur, qui plures inebriat, & 


Caltces facundiores exbauris, unde interdicimus, quod nullus alium cogat ad bibendum. Si quis ſuper 
hoc c::ipabilem ſe exhibuzrit, niſi a ſuperiore commonitus ſatisfecerit competenter, a Beneſicio & Officio 
ſecund am ſtatuta Concilii ſuſpendatur Spelm. Concil. Anglic. Tom. 2. p. 200. And in a Council 
at Lehen held under Anſelm, Anno Vomini 1102. it was decreed, Can. 10. Presbyteri nt eant 
ad potationes, nec ad Pinnas bibant. Spelm. Concil. Anglic. Tom. 2 p. 24. Pinnæ were certain 
Pins or Knovs in Cups or Glaſſes, to which they did uſe to fill them up, that did drink 
Hcalths, 

(4) Diſtindd. 24. C. 2. . Extra de (lerico Venztore. Synod. Exon. Anno 1287. Can. 17. 
(g.) Concil. Laterai, ub Innocentto Papa tertio, Can. 16. Ext! 4 de vita © boneftate Clericornuygr, 
C, cerici Heis & Lib. . C. Clerici qui. Conſtitutio Gulieimi Courtney Archiepiſcopi Cant, Anno 
1331» (Conil. Lateran. ibid. : 


the foregoing Award, Oc. 


And 2dly, There is as much need that their Spirits and Vigour 


of Mind be kept up, as well as their Credit and Reputation. For 


they have a great Work to do, which withont a vigorous Mind 
they will never be able to go thorough with Succeſs. They are to 
teach, to exhort, to admoniſh, and to rebuke. 
form Mens Exorbitant Paſſions, and lead them by Doctrines which 
thwart their ſtrongeſt Inclinations,and carry them counter to their 
molt beloved Aﬀections and Deſires; and to do this needs a ſtrong 
Vigour of: Mind, a firm Reſolution, and ſuch a Courage and Sted-- 
dineſs in the Duty, as muſt not be over-born by the Fear or Af- 
fection of any one in the Diſcharge of it. But how can they do 
this who are oppreſſed with Poverty, and diſheartned and di- 
ſpirited by a low and miſerable Maintenance. In this Caſe they 
cannot appear in a Mien, or put on an outward Preſence fit for 


ſuch a Work, or can they have that Courage and Reſo-- 


lution of Mind, which is neceſſary to perform it. For Poverty 


uſually ſinks Men to a Meanneſs of Spirit, and extinguiſheth all 


that is generous in them; it blunts and ſpoils the beſt parts, turn- 
eth the Edge of the ſharpeſt Wits, and takes from Learning it 
ſelf its Efficacy, and its Power, and reduceth Men to mean 
Thoughts, as well as neceſſitates them to the doing of mean and 
baſe things ; and often makes ſuch, whom Nature hath qualified 
for every-thing, to become by a vile Depravation of all that is 
within them too mean for any thing. And if you put Minifters 
into this State, it will certainly have the fame Effect upon them, 
and they will be ſoon ſunk thereby below their Function, and 
their Work, and be left without Heart, Courage, or Abilities to 
perform any of the Duties of it as they ought. And many there 
are by this means who have been render'd unfit for the diſcharg- 
ing of them, who otherwiſe might have proved uſeful and able 
Miniſters in the Church of God, and great 1s the Damage which 
| Religion hath ſuffered hereby in this Land. | 
zaly, As it is neceſſary that a Miniſter be maintained in Credit 
and Honour, and have a Spirit and Vigour of Mind ſuitable to his 
Work, ſo alſo is it, that he have Authority among his People to 
make his Miniſtry effectual among them, otherwile he will be nei- 
ther heard when he inſt ructeth, or be regarded when he exhorteth, 
admonilheth, or rebukes, but all that he doth will come to no- 
thiag,or be to no end or purpoſe among them. For when Poverty 
nath funk his Credit and Reputation below his Function, and made 
him contemptible, and the want of the Necellaries of Life hath 
depreſled his Mind below tne Work of his Miniſtry, and the 
Power and Courage of duly exerting of his Parts therein, how is 
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it poſſible that ſuch an one can have any Authority among his Peo- 


ple to influence them in any thing they do? To inſtruct, direct, admo- 


niſh, exhort, and rebuke, which are the Duties of a Miniſter, require 


ſomething of Superiority in him that doth it, but the People will 


never look on him as a Superiour, or treat him as ſuch, whom Po- 


verty hath brought down to the ſame Level with the meaneſt a- 
mong them ſo that he can neither make an Appearance which 


ſuits with Authority, or put a Spirit that can either claim it, or 


exert it. Among the generality of Men, Riches, and the Power 


which thoſe give, are looked on as the only Standard of Honour 
and Eſteem, and are the main Foundation of all that Authority 
and Influence which one Man hath over another in this World. 
And therefore if a Miniſter hath not alſo ſomething of this in the 


Station where he is placed, he will neither be attended to,nor re- 


garded in any of the Duties of his Miniſtry, but the Contempt of 
his Perſon will draw after it a Contempt of his Doctrine, and of 
his Inſtructions among his People, and all that he ſhall ſay unto 


them being without Influence or Authority will be of no effect for 


the Benefit of our holy Chriſtian Religion,which he is ſent to pro- 
mote, and conſequently the whole of his Miſſion mult neceſſarily 
through this Defect miſcarry, and come to nothing. 

And therefore it being made thus evident, that a Miniſter can- 
not diſcharge his Duty with that Succeſs, which 1s neceſlary for 
the anſwering of the end of his Miſſion, unleſs he be maintained 
with that Honour and Credit, which is ſuitable to the Dignity 
of his Function, and be in Spirit and Vigour of Mind kept up to 
the Greatneſs of his Work, and have an Authority among his 
People to be heard and regarded by them; that Maintenance which 
is not ſufficient for all this cannot promote that Work, and con- 
ſequently cannot anſwer that End for which it was appointed, 
75 therefore can never be reckoned a ſufficient Competency for 

im. = 

3dly, A Competency for a Miniſter is to be eſtimated with re- 
ſpect to the Poor, who are to be comforted and ſupported by him. 
For to take Care of the Poor was the Original Reaſon of the firſt 
Orders he was admitted to, and he is not diſcharged of it by be- 
ing made a Presbyter. And in this Land, till the Statute of the 
43d of Queen El:zabeth appointed ſpecial Overſeers of the Poor, 
they were in every Pariſh under the Care of the Miniſter, who 
having under him his Church-wardens for his Aſſiſtants in this 
Matter did with them out of the Poor's Box, the Alms of Religious 
Houſes, the Offerings of the People, the Legacies of the dead, 
and what other Funds of Charity they could procure, provide for 


all 


the foregoing Aw ARD, Oc. 47 
all the Poor within their reſpective Cures. And although they 
are now by the Statute of the Land eaſed in a great meaſure of 
this Burden, yet they arg not of the Duty of charitably relier- 
ing thoſe, that want it. For Charity being a principal Duty of 
our Holy Chriſtian: Religion, which all Miniſters are to preach 
to their People, and excite them to; they ought alſo to be 
an example to them herein, and it is generally expected in every 
Place, that the Miniſter ſnould be the moſt charitable Man in his 
Pariſh; and that as in all other Duties, ſo eſpecially in this, he 
be the moſt exemplary among them. And accordingly upon pre- 
ſumption that he is ſo, when ever any poor Perſon wants relief, 
he is uſually the firſt, that is applied to for it, and it expoſeth 
him to reproach and hard cenſure, and his Miniſtry ſuffers here- 
by in its Credit, Influence, and Authority, if he be not the moſt 
forward, and the molt liberal in giving upon all ſuch Occaſions. 
And often on his viſiting the Sick Poor he will find ſuch miſerable 
Objects, and ſuch craving Reaſons for their Relief, which with- 
out being void of all Bowels of Compaſſion, as well as of all Chri- 
ſtian Charity, he will never be able to reſiſt. And therefore that 
Maintenance, which is not ample enough to ſupply him for this, 
as well as for all other Occaſions, cannot be that Competency, 
which is to be provided for him. 

4. A Competency for a Miniſter is to be eſtimated with reſpect 
to the People, who are to be inſtructed and taken care of by him, 
and according as they need higher Inſtructions, and a greater 
Care, (as they do in ſome Places more than in others) ſo ought - 
there to be a larger and more honourable Maintenance provided 
for him to encourage his Labour herein, and reward thoſe Abi- 
lities, which are neceſſary for it. In order to teach and inſtru 
the People in the Doctrines and Duties of our Holy Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, there muſt be a Sufficiency of Learning, and Knowledge 
in. the Teacher, and to take that care of them, which he ought, 
in guiding them in the Truth, and protecting, and defending 
them againſt all thoſe, who would pervert them from it, he muſt - 
fully know, where the Strength of every erroneous Doctrine 
lies, and be furniſhed with all ſuch Arguments and Anſwers : 
both from Scripture and Reaſon, as ſhall be ſuſficient to re- 
fel, and refute it. For without being himſelf a thorough Ma- 
ſter of all that Knowledge, which he delivers as a Teacher, he 
can never well inſt ruct others in it, and without being thus ſuffi- 
ciently armed for the ſubduing of every Error, he will never be 
able to maintain the Truths of our Holy Chriſtian Religion a- 
gainſt all that will oppoſe them, or be able long to keep his Peo- 
ple 
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A Vindication of Ns 
ple in the Profeſſion of them: And to render a Man thus able for 
the Miniſtry, and make him a thorough and compleat Divine fol- 
ly qualified for all the Duties and Offices of his Function, theſe 
following Particulars are required, 1ſt, That he have well digeſted 
in his Mind a full and thorough Body of Divinity. 2dly, That he 
do well underſtand theHoly Scriptures, and be able out of them to 
maintain and defend all the Divine Truths of our Holy Chriſtian _ . 
Religion, and anſwer and refute all Objections, and falſe Gloſſes, 
that may be raiſed againſt them. 3dly, That in order hereto 
he be well verſed in the Original Languages, (that is, in the 
Greek and the Hebrew) in which the Scriptures were firſt written. 
4thly, That he well underſtand all the Modern Controverſies, 
What it is that the Atheiſt, the Deiſt, the Jew, and the Socinian 
fay againſt our Holy Chriſtian Religion, and what it is that the 
Papiſts, and the Presbyterian, the Auabaptiſt, the Quaker, and the 
Independent object againſt it as reformed and eſtabliſhed in our 
Church, and be able to give proper Anſwers thereto. 5thly, That 
he underſtand the Conſtitution of the Primitive Church, and be 
well verſed in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 6thly, That he be well 
skill'd in Caſes of Conſcience, and able ſafely. to guide all ſuch 
as ſhall come unto him to be directed herein. And 7thly, That 
he be Maſter of Logic, to argue clearly and methodically in all 
his Diſcourſes, and alſo of Rhetoric, to expreſs eyery thing he 
delivers to the beſt Advantage. I acknowledge there is hot ſo 
great a neceſlity for an eminent Proficiency in all theſe in every 
Country Village, becauſe in ſuch there will not be ſo great uſe 
of them. And therefore as in many of theſe a leſſer portion of 
Learning may be enough for the Work, ſo a leſſer Maintenance 
in proportion hereto may there ſuffice. But in Cities and larger 
Towns, the Caſe is quite otherwiſe. For here they are not on- 
ly the greater number of Souls, that are to be taken care of, but 
here alſo they will need the greater care to be taken of them: 
For in ſuch Places moſtly do the Heretic, and the Schiſmaric 
abound ; and hither uſually is the greateſt reſort of thoſe Wolfs, 
who make it their conſt ant Buſineſs to devour the Flock of Chriſt ;, 
and here the idle Libertine, and the lewd Deb.uchee moſtly make 
their rendevouz for the promoting of Vice, Diſorder, and all man- 
ner of Licentiouſneſs ; and here alſo are the moſt of thoſe to be 
found, who indulge the wild Fancies of 4:Lci/m, Deiſin, Socini- 
aniſin, and ſuch other Impieties, as this Age is now too fertile 
of. And to oppoſe all theſe Errors, Corruptions, and Imple- 
ties, and keep the Flock of Chriſt, which is among us, from 
being tainted and poiſoned by them, as it will need the great- 
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er Pains and Vigilancy in the Miaiſter to be exerted and employ- 
ed herein, ſo alſo will it the greater Skill and Proficiency in 
Learning and Knowledge to enable him to doit. And it is alſo 
further to be conſidered, that in ſuch Places, that is, in Cities 
and larger Towns, the Inhabitants are generally of a better E- 
ducation, and more refined Wits, than in Country Pariſhes. Men, 
that fit in their Shops, and their Houſes moſt part of the Day, 
have time to read Books, and have often leiſure for Thought and 
Contemplation, which the labour of the Cart, the Plow, and the 
Spade do not allow in the Country. And here alſo better Com- 
pany and better Converſation give Men the Advantage of better 
Improvements, and therefore generally in ſuch Places we ſhall 
find many Perſons to be good Judges of Argumentation and Rea- 
fon, and who can diſcern what is fitly ſaid, and what is not, and 
therefore being in a higher Form of Knowledge, and having a 
more ſenſible. and nicer Taſt of what is delivered from the Pul- 
pit, they need higher Inſtructions to be given unto them for their 
Edification, and in a more accurate and skilful manner, than is 
always neceſſary in Country Villages. And upon all theſe Con- 
ſiderations, in all ſuch Cities and larger Towns, the Ableſt and 
moſt Learned Miniſters ought to be placed, becauſe in them Re- 
ligion will always ſtand in need of the Beſt and Ableſt Perfor- 
mances of the Miniſterial Function to ſupport and promote it; 
and all the Parts of Learning and Knowledge, which I have above 
mentioned, will often here be neceſſary in the Miniſter in order 
hereto. But for a Miniſter to furaiſh himſelf with all this Learn- 
ing, and make himſelf Maſter of all this Knowledge, will require 
a great deal of hard Pains, Labour and Study in the Acquiſition 
of it, and alſo coſt him as great an Expence of Time and Money, 
while he is making his Progreſs in it. For he muſt be long main- 
tained at School and at the Univerſity at his own Charges, be- 
fore he can attain unto it, and be ſupplied with all ſuch Books, 
as are neceſſary for his Proficiency therein. And here the Charge 
is much heavier upon the Divine, than upon any other of the 
Learned Profeſſions. For the Profeſſions of Law and Phyſick be- 
ing within a much narrower compaſs, are in this reſpe& much 
leſs expenſive in the acquiring of them. But Divinity is of a valt 
extent, as taking in moſt other Parts of Learning within its Verge. 
And therefore as thoſe, who apply themſelves to this Profeſſion, 
muſt be at much greater Labour and Pains to attain any Eminen- 
cy of Knowledge in it, ſo alſo muſt they be furgiſhed with a much 
larger Stock of Books for the carrying on of their Studies in or- 
der to it, and ſpend much more of their Time herein. And cer- 
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it. And thefore in all ſuch Cities and larger Towns, where to 


Time and Money, whereby thoſe Abilities are acquired, in pro- 


would be, were there Encouragements ſufficient for them. Fot 


A Vindication of 
tainly all theſe Pains, Labour and Study ought to have their full 
Reward, and all this Expence a ſuitable Compenſation made for 


anſwer the Needs of thoſe Cures, there ought to be Miniſters 
of the beſt Abilities of Learning, Knowledge and Parts, that 
Maintenance for them, which is not ſufficient to reward all that 
Labour, Pains and Study, and compenſate for all that Expence of 


portion to the need, that in every ſuch Place there is of them, 
cannot be a Competency ſufficient for them. And in ſuch Places 
the Labours of the Cures, by reaſon of the Largeneſs of the 
Flock are as great, as the Labours of the Study to acquire Abi- 
lities for them. For here more People are to be watched over, 
more Sick viſited, greater Pains to be taken in preaching, and 
more Work to be done inevery other Office of the Miniſterial 
Function, than in Country Pariſhes, and therefore here certainly 
a better Maintenance ought to be provided for the reward here- 
of. But it may be here obje&ed, That all that are placed in 
ſuch Cures are not thus Learned and Able. To which 1 anſwer, 
do not argue from what they are, but from what they ought 
to be in all ſuch Places, and which I doubt not moſt of them 


that there are not in all ſuch Places Miniſters ſo Able and Learn- 
ed, as the Number and Quality of the People, and the Needs of 
their Souls may there require, is moſtly owing to the poor and 
mean Pittances, which their Maintenance is now by the aliena- 
ting of predial Tithes, and the ſubſtracting of perſonal Tithes, 
in moſt of thoſe Cures reduced to, which are by no means a Re- 
ward for Learning, or can afford any tolerable Subſiſtence for 
Men, that are in any meaſure endowed with it. And the lament- 
able Effects hereof we find in the many Hereſtes, Schiſms, and 
Errors, and other Apoſtacies from Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
which now prevail among us. For all theſe who have had their 
Births in our Cities and larger Towns, and from thence have now 
like a Deluge of Miſery and [niquity in a woful manner overflown 
the whole Land. Had we had able Shepherds in all ſuch Places 
to watch over their Flocks, all this Evil might have been pre- 
vented. For ſuch would have beenable to have kept them from 
going aſtray, would have had Antidotes ready-t& expel every 
Poiſon of Error adminiſtred unto them, and would have cured 
every ſuch Contagion in its firſt beginning, and never have ſuf- 
fered it in ſuch a manner, as we now ſee, to have ſpread its In- 
tection through all Parts of the Nation. But how can we expect 
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that Men endowed with ſuch Abilities of Learning, Knowledge 


and Parts will beſtow their Labours, where there is no Reward 
for their Merit, or any Proviſion to maintain them in à manner 
ſuitable thereto? And how inſufficient for this the Miniſters Por- 
tion is in thoſe Cities and Towns where it is raiſed by the volun- 
trary Contributions of the People, we are content to leave it to 
any one to judge. Thoſe who are Men of higher Merit and Abi- 


lities, have reaſon to expect higher Encouragements and Rewards, 


wherever they are employed; and therefore if the Circumſtances 
and Condition of ſuch larger and more populous Cures do infer a 


Neceſſity ( as I think I have abundantly ſhewn that they do) that 


Men of ſuch Eminency only ſhould be employed in them, they 
prove allo a Neceſſity, that a Maintenance ſuitable to their Worth 
ſhould be there provided for them, 

5- A Competency for a Miniſter is to be eſtimated with Reſpect 
to the Charges of living, which he muſt be at in the place, where 
he is called. For in ſome Places Men may live much cheaper than 
they can in others; and where the Maintenance will coſt leſs, there 
leſs will ſuffice to be allowed for it, and where it will colt more, 
there the Allotment muſt be made in proportion to it. And it 18 
well known, that in Cities and larger Towns the Charges of Li - 
ving are much greater, than they need be in a Country Village, 
therefore in thoſe Places a larger Maintenance ought to be allowed 
Miaiſters in conſideration hereof, otherwiſe it will not be there 
a Competency for them. 

And thus far having ſhown what a competent Maintenance for 
a Miniſter is, how much theſe voluntary Contributions (whereby 
here and in moſt other Cities and larger Towns of this Kingdom 


the Maintenance of Miniſters is made up) do fall ſhort hereof in 


every reſpect that I have above-mentioned, is too plain a Caſe to 
need aProof; and how then theGuilt of Sacrilege can be avoided in 
thoſe Places where there is no otherProvilion for God's Miniſters, 
I cannot ſce. Tho' the Divine Right of Tithes hath been diſputed 
by many, the Divine Right of a competent Maintenance for God's 
Miaiſters never hath by any, as I have atore-obſerved, but all that 
have owned the Name of Chriſt, till the wild Sec of the Quakers 
lately aroſe, have always allowed, that thoſe who miniſter to Men 
ia Spiritual things, ought to be maintained by them in Temporal! 
things, and in ſuch a manner. as ſhall fully enable them to anſwer 
all the ends of that Miniſtry, to which they are called. The Law 


of Nature, which commands the Worſhip of God, doth alſo com- 


mand this as a neceſſary Means in order thereto, and the Law of 


the Goſpel, frequently enjoins it, and it hath every where been 
2 an 
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an immutable Law of Religion among all Nations, who have ever 

obſerved any Religion at all, to provide Maintenance for the Mi- 

niſters of Religion, and in ſuch a manner as might beſt conduce 

to the Honour, Intereſt, and Support of that Religion which they 

were of. And the Qzakers themſelves, how much ſoever they 

ſeem to be againſt it in Doctrine, have been neceſſitated to come 

P to it themſelves in Practice, and do (a) allow Salaries to their 

(4) See | 
FrancisBugg Preachers as well as we, whatſoever they may pretend to the 
of this Matter. contrary, and in a much more plentiful manner than the Legal 
Miniſters of the eſtabliſh'd Church are provided for in the beſt 
Cities and Towns of this Realm, it being utterly impoſſible for 
any Sect or Party of Men whatſoever to maintain and keep up any 
Religion at all among them without providing for the Miniſters of 
their Religion, and in ſuch a manner as ſhall be ſufficient for them. 
And therefore if the detaining of that from the Support of God's 
Worſhip, which is by God's Law, both Natural and Revealed, 
due thereto be Sacrilege, (which no one can deny, that allows 
there is any Sacrilege at all) then certainly it muſt follow, that 
wherever a competent Proviſion is not made for it, but is de- 
tained and with-held, there all that are faulty herein, as far as 
they are ſo, do live in a continual Practice of this great Sin, con- 

trary to God's Law and God's Honour, and to the great Damage 
of that Holy Worſhip which is due unto him, and how then can 
they expect either God's Bleſſing or God's Mercy, as long as they 
perſiſt herein? As far as they detraQtt from this Competency, they 
detract from that which God by a Divine Law hath reſerved to 
himſelf for the Maintenance of his Miniſters, and as far they do 
ſo, they detract alſo from the Worſhip of God, which cannot be 
ſupported without it. And if this be not robbing of God 1 know 
not what elſe is. And when no falſe Religion (as I have juſt now ob- 
jerved) hath ever yet been able to deface this Principle of making 
3 ſufficient Proviſion for the Support of God's Worſhip, and the 
Maigtenance of thoſe that minifter in it, certainly it muſt much 
aggravate the Caſe, if we who are of the true Religion ſhould fail 
herein. Had there been no legal Eſtabliſnment it would have 
been every Man's Duty to have done his part for the ſupplying of 
this Defe&t, and in ſich a meaſure as would beſt anſwer the end 
for the Support of God's Honour and Worſhip among us. But 
when a legal Eſtabliſhment hath been appointed for this purpoſe 
by Perſonal Tithes, (which if paid according to this Eſtabliſhment 
would have been ſufficient for it) and contrary to this Eſtabliſnment 
Men have ſubſtracted thoſe Tithes for no other reaſon but that 
they cannot now be proved, and do not pay that inſtead of them 
which doth amount either to a juſt Compenſation for them 2 a 
© | om- 
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Competency ſufficient for the end, for which they were appointed, 
they take from God that which hath been by Man's Law as well as 
God's Law conſecrated to his Service, and muſt by both become 
guilty of Robbery againſt him herein. And to live in ſo great a 
Sin is to live under as great a Curſe. For God hath himſelf de- 
nounced it by the Mouth of Malachi his Prophet, Curſed are ye with 314 


a Curſe, for ye have robbed me, even this whole Nation; and wherein 


this Robbery did conſiſt, the former Verſe telleth us, it was in 
Tithes and Offerings, thoſe Means which were appointed for the 


Support of God's Worſhip among them, and the Maintenance of 


thoſe whominiſter'd in it, from whom they were unjuſtly detained. 


And if we by witholding thoſe means make our ſelves guilty of 
the ſame Robbery, what elſe can we expect, but that we have 
alſo the ſame Curſe drawn upon us for the Puniſhment of it? 


2dly, As thoſe voluntary Contributions for the Maintenance of 


Miniſters in Cities and larger Towns do moſtly fall ſhort of a 
Competency for them, ſo alſo are they liable to great Abuſes. For 
they being left to every ones good Pleaſure and voluntary Diſpo- 
ſition, it commonly happens that on any trivial Occaſion or unrea- 
ſonable Diſguſt, and often on very unaccountable Humours, they 
are either cut ſhort, or wholly withdrawn by thoſe, who are to 
pay them. If they apprehend they are overlaid in the Rates ei- 
ther to Church or Poor, altho' the Miniſter hath nothing to do in 
the taxing of them, they uſually make Repriſals upon him, deduct- 
ing out of his Salary what they think they are overcharged elſe- 
where. If they are not placed in ſuch a Seat in the Church, as they 
think they ovght, and gratified there in every punctilio, as to 
Place and Preſidence, which out of their Pride or their Folly they 
ſhall think fit to claim. the Miniſter ſhall be ſure to find the Effect 
of their Diſpleaſure at the next Pay-day,tho' this be a matter which 
he never meddles with. If they are not ſaluted by him in ſuch hum- 
ble manner as they expect, when met in the Streets; if they are 
not viſited by him as often as they think this Reſpect is due unto 
them; in ſum, if he doth not humour them in every Folly, com- 
ply with them in every unreaſonable ExpeQation, if he doth not 
whatſoever they would have him, whether juſtifiable or no, and 
preach ſuch Doctrines as they are beſt affected to, whether true 
or falſe, and in every thing elſe become an abſolute Slave to all 
their Humours, Paſſions, and Follies, and ſometimes to their Vices- 
too, in joining with them in their Debaucheries, he loſeth their 
Favour, and conſequently their pay. And hereby I have known it 


brought to that pals, that ſome Miniſters in Norwich, When their 


Church- Wardens have gone about to collect theſe Contributions 


have 
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have been forced to go with them from Door to Door humbly to 


crave the Payment of their Salaries in the ſame manner as Beggars 
do for an Alms, otherwiſe they might have ſtarved for want of 


them. And after all this Humiliation what was got thereby a- 


mounted to ſo little, that in ſome of thoſe Pariſhes the Beggars 


may be juſtly ſaid to fare better than they. And what can be a 
orcater Diſparagement upon Miniſters of the Goſpel, and the holy 
Function they are called unto, than to be reduced to ſo wild a paſs? 
And what Method of providing a Maintenance for them can poſſi- 
bly be worſe than this which is liable in ſuch a manner to be abu- 
{ed in the executing of it? And yet this is not the worſt of the 
caſe neither. For, | 

3dly, It is very prejudicial both to Church and State, in that it 
conduceth to the nouriſhing of Hereſy and Schiſm in the one, and 
Sedition and Rebellion in the other, we have ſufficiently found by 
woful Experience in the late Reign of King Charles the Firſt. Had 
there then been ſuch an eſtabliſk'd competent Maintenance for Mi- 
niſters in all the Cities and larger Towns of this Realm, as was 
endeavoured by this Decree to have been ſetled for them in Nor- 


wich, this would have given Encouragement to ſuch ſufficient La- 


bourers to have placed their Pains there, as would have been able 
to have fixed and preſerved them in the true Principles of Sted- 
faſtnefs to the Church, and of Loyalty to the King that reigned 
over them; but for want of ſuch theſe Places being in a manner de- 
ſerted to the Adverſaries of both, falſe Teachers took the Ad- 
vantage hereof to creep in, and ſettle themſelves in them, ahd the 
poor Stipendiaries who were there maintained by voluntary Con- 
tributions, not being ſufficient to oppoſe thoſe Wolves who 
broke in upon their Flocks, or not daring to do it for fear of diſ- 
pleaſing their People, and loſing that little Maintenance they had 
by their good Pleaſure ; and ſome of them to gain the Favour 
of the factious by a vile Compliance concurring with them, the 
Seeds of Hereſy, Schiſm, Sedition, and Rebellion, which thoſe Ene- 
mies of Truth and Peace ſowed in thoſe Places, grew ſo faſt, that 
they ſoon overſpread the whole Land, and involved both Church 
and State in that Devaſtatjion, Ruin, and Confuſion, which after 
followed. And we have ſtil] Reaſon to fear the ſame effect may a- 
gain enſue, as long as there is the ſame Cauſe ſtill remaining to 
produce it, aud that eſpecially ſince it hath been found neceſſary 
to grant them aToleration.For now they being at full Liberty to 
ſet open their Shops of Faction and Schiſm in what Place they 
pleaſe, to be ſure they will eſpecially do ſo where they are likely 


to have the beſt Trade, that is, in the Cities and larger Towns 


of 
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of the Kingdom, ( as accordingly they have done ever ſince this 
Liberty hath been indulg'd unto them.) And if here they ſo far 
prevail as to make a Majority ( as there is continual Danger that 
ſome time or other they will) then they will be able to ſend ſuch: 
Members only to Parliament, as ſhall favour their Principles and 
Deſigns ; and what clſe can we expect from hence, but to be a- 
gain overwhelmed with the ſame Calamity of Ruin and Confuſion, 
as ſoon as it ſhall be forgot what we have ſuffered by the laſt, and 
that it is not yet forgot ſeems to be the chief Cauſe that hath 
hitherto preſerved us from it. The beſt means to prevent this 
Miſchief will be to furniſh all the Cities and Parliament Towns of 
this Kingdom with ſuch learned and worthy Miniſters, as may 
be able to adorn their Profeſſion, and with a full Sufficiency diſ- 
charge all the Duties of it. For were ſuch Men ſettled in thoſe 
Places, and in a State of Freedom and Independency from the Hu- 
mours of the People, they would be able thoroughly to. counter- 
mine all the Deſigns which the Promoters of Faction and Schiſm 
may at any time be a carrying on to the endangering of the publick 
Safety either of Church or State, and by their Worth and Abili- 
ties influence all Men to be ſteady and firm to the true latereſt of 
both, and they would be able by their Learning and Parts to baffle, 
confute, and root out every Error and falſe Opinion, and ſo ground 
their People in the true Principles of Religion and Loyalty, and 
ſo form their Minds to the Practice of them, that Faction and Schiſm 
would ſoon be troden under foot, and neither Church nor State 
be any longer in danger from either of them. But it not being to 
be expected, that this can be done as 2 as Miniſters in thoſe 
Places have nothing elſe to depend upon for their Maintenance 
but the Pleaſure of the People, and their lean Contributions. The 
Danger will remain with the Cauſe, and. neither Church nor State 
can be in Safety from it. ”% 

And 4thly and laſtly, Another great Inconvenience from theſe 
voluntary Contributions is, That they are paid with great lnequa- 
lity. Were Perſonal Tithes duly paid, then all would contribute 
alike of the Encreaſe of their. Subſtance according as God ſhall 
have bleſſed each Man herein. But now they are lett to their own. 
Liberty, every Maa to give as he ſhall think fitting, the Qzaker, 
and others of the perverſer ſort of Diſſenters, the vile Nigard and 
the Irreligious wholly (lip their Necks from this Burden, and bear 
no part of it at all. And others too often proportioning their 
Contributious to the covetous Deſire of ſaving their Money, or to 
other Paſſions, Humours, and Inclinations, which are predominant. 
in them, rather than according to what of right they are obliged 
to do, are not only unjuſt to God and his Church, in giving leſs 
= than 
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than is fitting, but alſo to their Neighbours in not giving in that 

juſt proportion to each other, which they ought. 3 
And thus far having Thown that it is juſt and reaſonable that 
Perſonal Tithes ſhould be paid in Cities and Towns, as well as 
Predial and Mixed Tithes in Country Pariſhes, or elſe ſuch a 
Compoſition ia lien of them, as will make a Competency for the 
Miniſters that officiate in them; it only now remains that I make 
it appear that the Compoſition of two Shillings of the Pound. out 
of the Rents of Houſes, which is awarded by the Decree of King 
Charles the Firſt, is. in reſpe& of the Trade-man very reaſonably 
and moderately ſtated. For Perſonal Tithes are the tenth part of 
the Gains which he clears at the Year's end, and he muſt be a very 
poor Tradeſ- man who cannot make his clear Gains amount to 
the Rent of the Houſe in which he lives. Are there not ſome, who 
living in Houſes of twenty or thirty Pound per Aman, do clear 
mauy Hundreds by their Trades every Year ? And are they not 
then well nſed, if inſtead of paying the Tithes of all this they pay 
no more than the Tithe of the Rents of their Houſes, which very 
often doth not amount to the thirtieth part of what is truly due. 
Here it will be objected, That all Men are not Traders that live 
in Cities and larger Towns, and fome Men go backward in their 
Trades, as well as others go forward, and fome keep at a ſtand, 
without either increaſing or decreaſing their Stocks, and yet all 
theſe, if Houſholders, muſt by this Compoſition pay two Shillings 
of the Pound of the Rents of their Houſes in lieu of Perſonal 
Tithes, whereas ſince they make no clear Gains by Trade, they 
have no Perſonal Tithes at all to pay for; and that therefore this 
will be to make Men pay a Compoſition for Tithes, where there are 
none at all due in kind to be compounded for. To which | anſwer, 
(% The sta- * Moſt of thoſe Tradeſ men who go backward in their Trades, 
tute of the or do not make any clear Gains by them at the end of the Year, 
2d. and 3d. of owe it chiefly to their profuſe and improvident way of living. 
King Edward It is true indeed, that by the Law Perſonal Tithes are due only 
theSixth ſays out of the clear Gain, and that all Expences, as well for the Main- 
| > bag 4 1 tenance of the Trader and his Family, as for the carrying on of 
— — ſþayÞis Trade, are to be firſt deducted, and then out of the Remainder 
be dedudted Only thefe Tithes are to be paid. But then it muſt be obſerved that 
by the Trader, this Deduction of Expences ought only to be of ſuch (a) as are 
@ are 4ccord- reaſonable and ſuitable to the Condition of the Perſon, and nat of 
ya py -_ ſuch as are unreaſonable and extravagant: And therefore if any 
zien, or De- One doth waſt extravagantly and profuſely what would be clear 
gree, chap. 13. Gains to him at the end of the Year, if he lived within that com- 
ſect. 7. pals which be ought, it is to be taken notice of, that in ſo doing 
| with 
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with his nine parts he ſpends the Miniſters tenth, and therefore | 
it 4s all reaſon that he ſhould be accountable to him for it. | 
If any one doth live in a trading Place, (ſuch as are the Cities 
and the larger Towns of the Kingdom) and doth not trade, no 
doubt he hath ſome ether Advantage in doing ſo, which is equi- 
valent at leaſt to the Rent of his Houſe ( otherwiſe certainly he 
would not be at the Expence of that Rent to lize there) and there- 
fore there will be no wrong done him in the charging him with 
the Tithes thereof. At leaſt by his living there without trading, 
he keeps out another that would trade, and therefore in this doing = 
damage to the Miniſter, it is reaſon that he ſhould make him a- 1 
mends for it. | 4 85 2 FE rh, 
K. Not only Traders, but all that make any Gains by any other 
Profeſſion or Employment whatſoever, as Lawyers, Phyſicians, 
Attorneys, Sollicitors, Chirurgions, and 1uch like, are all bound 
by Law out of their clear annual Gains to pay Perſonal Tithes to 
their Miniſters. And if it ſo happen that any do live in thoſe Pla- 
ces where Perſonal Tithes are due, who do by none of thoſe ways 
make any Gain that is liable to the Payment of them, yet ſince 
they partake of the Miniſter's Spiritual things, there is an Obli- 
gation upon them from the (4) Law of the Goſpel, if not from the (4) 1 Cor. 
Law of the Land, that he ſhould partake of their temporal things c. 9. v. 11. 
in return thereto, and therefore none that own the Goſpel ought 
to complain hereof. | 
Thus far I have ſhown what the Right of this Matter is, but 
the greateſt Difficulty ſtill remains how to remedy that which is 
wrong. For how firmly ſoever the Right of Perſonal Tithes may 
be by Law eſtabliſhed, yet as long as they cannot be proved by 
reaſon of the taking away of the Oath of the Party, they can ne- 
ver be recovered: And how legally ſoever this Award for the 
paying of two Shillings of the Pound out of the Rents of Houſes 
in lieu of them may have been made by King Charles the Firſt, yet 
now after near ſeveaty Years are paſt to revive it again by its own 
Authority will ſcarce be practicable. An AR of Parliament is 
that only which can bring a thorovgh Remedy to this Evil; and 
three times attempts have been made by the beſt diſpoſed of the 
Inhabitants to induce this City to petition for it. And in the Year 
1677. it went fo far, that a Committee was appointed by the Al- 
dermen and Common Council met in their Aſſembly to prepare 
the Bill, and it was accordingly drawn; and although it was but 
for eighteen Pence of the Pound, yet that would have been an E- 
ſtabliſhment, which it was hoped would in a great meaſure have 
anſwered its end,could it have been "oa But when the Bill was 
1 pre- 
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preſented, and put to the Vote! in a ſubſequent Aſſembly, the 


pious Deſign of thoſe worthy Citizens who defired to do Right to 


God and his Church in this matter, and had heartily laboured 
herein, i was:overpower'd: by thoſe who were of cohtrary Incli- 


nations. And io it hath happened in all other Attempts that have 


ſince been made for the effecting of it, which ſuſficientiy ſhows. 


this is not the Method whereby it is to be done, and therefore ſome 
other Courſe muſt be taken of add reſſing to the Parliament for it. 


For where the Diſeaſe is notorious, a Cure muſt be provided, tho? 
the patient (as it ſometimes happens) be ſo inſenſible as to make 


no complaint of it. And what a Malady it is to have no Eſtabliſh- 
ment for the Support of Religion in ſo large and opulent a City, 1 
Have already ſhown. And | can with the more freedom preſs this 
matter, becauſe | have no Intereſt of mine own herein, as being one 
who will be no way advantaged by it, which way ſoever it goes, any 
other wiſe than by the Satisfaction which I muſt always take in 
that which will bring ſo great Benefit to the Church of God. 

But to provide an Act of Parliament to remedy this evil in Nor- 
mich only will be a Plaiſter too narrow for the Sore. What is the 
Caſe here is alſo the Caſe of almoſt all the other Cities and larger 
Tovons of the Realm, where there are no Predial or Mixed Tithes 
ariſing. For in all of them, as well as in Norwich, Perſonal Tithes 
have been wholly ſubſtracted ever ſince the Statute of the 2d. and 


. 3d. of King Edward the Sixth, and in every one of them this Evil 


needeth a Remedy as much as here (2). in London and Canterbury, 
where there were ancient Compoſitions for thoſe Tithes ſettled 
upon the Rents of Houſes long before that Statute, theſe Compo- 


(5) See the fitions; L acknowledge, have ſtill remained. And in Coventry, (b 


Award. 


a Compoſition of two Shillings of the Pound out of the Rents of 
Houſes hath been ſettled by Act of Parliament, Anno quarto & 


(e) Abridg- quinto Philippi & Marie, and in the 13th of Queen Elisabeth, (c 


ment of the 


another Act paſſed for the Town of Ipſwich to impower the Ma- 


Sratutes, Title giſtrates of that Place to lay an annual Tax upon the Inhabitants. 
m__— ol. for the Maintenance of their Miuiſters, which if duly executed 


would there effect what is need ful. But in all the reſt of thoſe Ci- 
ties acd larger Towns of the Realm, and alſo in all the Pariſhes of 
London, which are without the ancient Liberties of that City, no- 
thing elſe hath been left for the Maintenance of God's Miniſters, 
and the Support of his Worſhip among them, but what every 
Man ſhall think fit to contribute thereto. And altho' this in the 

Out- Pariſnes of London by reaſon of the vaſt number of their Inha-- 


bitants may amount to what is conſiderable, yet in all the other 
Cities and larger Towns of the Kingdom, where Miniſters have 


nothing 


e foregoing: Awikd, GC cr. 
nothing elſe but this. to depend upon; it falls. ſo much ſhort oft a 
Suffictency that there, where there is moſt wor k for them, they are 
for the moſt part the worſt provided for, and the Conſequence 
uſually is, there Churches are the worſtiſerved of any. other in the 
Kingdom. BI | | 
That therefore which the Caſe calls for is, that ſuchia Ri.medy 
be provided, as may be ſufficient to cure the-whole-Dftaſr, ud. 
everywhere remove that whichisſo publicka Miſchief to the whole 
Realm. And e General Actof Parliament, either far the renewing 
of Perſonal Tithes, by again reſtoring the Oath, whereby they 
may be proved, or elſe: by. eſtabliſfing a jaſt Compc ſition inſtead 
of them, either upon the Rents of Houſes, or other wiſe, is the oxly 
way whereby it can be effected: And ſince Perſonal Tithes are {til} 
due by the Law, I cannot ſee what can be faid- againſt the Oath 
for diſcovering them, there being no other way whereby Juſtice- 
can be done in this Caſe. Were it in a Criminal matter, it would 
indeed be an hard Caſe to bring a Man upon his Oath to give Evi- 
dence againſt himſelf; and for this reaſon I cannot but ecknow- 


ledge the Oath ex Offitio to have been very juſtly taken away. But 


ſince in matters of common Right (and that of Perſonal Tithes is 
none other): it:is the uſual Practice of the-Chancery, of the Equity- 
Court in the Echequer, and of all Eccleſiaſtical Courts to bring the 
Defendant upon his Oath in anſwer-to the Bill or Libel preferred 
againſt him, to make all manner of Diſcoveries againſt himſelf, 


which ſhall be required of him in all Caſes whatſoever, and this be- 


ing done in all Suits for Predial and Mixed Tithes, as well as for all 
other matters, there can no Reaſon be given why it may not be 
allowed in the caſe of Perſonal Tithes alſo. But ſome certain Com- 
poſition in lieu of them upon the Rents of Houſes, as hath been al- 
ready practiſed in ſome places would be the beſt and eaſieſt way. 
In London two Shillings and nine Pence of the Pound, and in Can- 
terbury two Shillings and Sixpence of the Pound, have been ſettled 
by ancient Compoſitions, and in Coventry two Shillings of the Pound 
by. Act of Parliament, and the like was endeavoured to have been 
ſetled here in Norwich by this Award of King Charles the Firſt. But 
the Bill prepared in 1677. did put it but at one Shilling and Sixpence. 
of the Pound. Were either of theſe Rates eſtabliſhed, tho? the low- 
eſt of them, there would be a certainty to depend upon, and it may 
be hoped that t he loweſt would in ſome meaſvre do the thing, and 
perchance in ſome Towns where Trade is leſs, the loweſt of theſe 
Compolitions would be the propereſt, but in other Places where 
more is got by Trade, as the Perſonal Tithes would there be 
higher, ſo it is juſt that in them nnn. Compoſition ſhould be 
2 a 
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paid in lieu of them. And if what I have ſaid above be of any force 
to plead for this Remedy in Norwich, it muſt be alſo of the ſame 
force to plead for it every where elſe in this Realm, where the 
Caſe is the ſame, and that it might do ſo is the chief Reaſon of my 
preſent publiſhing of theſe Papers. 
While this matter remains in the ſame State as at preſent, there 
are theſe manifeſt Abſurdities and unreaſonable A buſes in it. 

- iſt. That while the Country -· man pays the full Tithes of his In- 
come, the rich Tradeſ- man and the wealthy Merchant, who Wake 
five times the Gains, and with five times more Eaſe, pay nothing at all. 

2. While in mean Country Villages there are in many of them 
large Endowments for Miniſters; in the Cities and larger Towns of 
the Realm where the moſt of theRiches,and the greateſt Wealth of 
the Nation is, there are nons at all, or elſe ſuch mean and poor ones, 
as are altogether as uſeleſs to the end intended, as if there were none. 

3. The Conſequence of this is, that thoſe Pariſhes which by rea- 
ſon of the largeneſs of their Cures, the politeneſs of the Inhabi- 
tants, and the greatneſs of the Miniſterial Work to be there per- 
formed,have moſt need of the ableſt and beſtMiniſters to take care 
of them, are too often provided with the worſt; and the Miniſte- 
rial Duties there diſcharged in the loweſt and meaneſt manner, 
where all the Circumſtances of the place call for them in the high- 
eſt. In all other Chriſtian Countries the beſt Endowments for Mi- 

. niſters are ia thoſe Towns and Cities, where there is the moſt Work 
for them, and the moſt need of the beſt Abilities for the ſucceſsful 
performance of it, and accordingly they are always the beſt provided 
for. But in this Land, as if we were the Antipodes in this matter to 
all the World beſides, and alfo to Reaſon it ſelf, all is quite the con- 
trary : The beſt Proviſions for Miniſters here are in Country Vil- 
lages, where there is the leaſt need of the ableſt Men, and none 
at all in Cities and larger Towns, where there is the moſt need of 
them. And how abſurd and prepoſterons this is, is too manifeſt 
to need that I ſay any more about it. 

But were this rectified in the manner as I propoſe, there would 
not only be a thoropgh Reformation of theſe Abſurdities and Abu- 
ſes, but alſo many great Benefits would accrew herefrom both to 
Church and State. 
I, It would very much conduce to the Preſerving, of the Peace 
both of Church and State, in keeping out Schiſms and Hereſies. 
from the one, and Faction and Rebellion from the other. The ö 
manner how it would do ſol have already ſhown, and therefore i 
need not here again repeat it. 
2. It would very much conduce to the reforming of the Nation. 
. For 
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For how much the Cities and larger Towns iufluence the reſt of the 


Kingdom is well known; and therefore were Religion, Virtue, and 
Sobriety made to flouriſh in them, it would certainly be the readieſt 
way to make it ſo every where elſe. And what readier courſe can be 
taken to bring this to paſs, than by placing in all thoſe Cities and 
Towns ſuch Miniſters as are the beſt able to effect it? And this would 
ſoon be done, were there ſuch Settlements made in thoſe Places, as: 
would be Encouragements ſuitable for the. 

zdly, It would be the readieſt way to improve the whole Body of 
the Clergy in Learning, Piety, and ſober Living. For were the learu- 
edſt and worthieſt of the Clergy ſetled in the Cities and the larger 
Towns of the Kingdom, they would be there as burning and ſhining 
Lights placed on the top of an Hill, from whence they would tranſmit 
their Influence to all the Vallies beneath, and all the reſt of their Bre- 
thren would be guided and enlightned by the Benefit hereof. For 
the Cities and larger Towns of the Realm are the Places where the 
Clergy of all the Neighbourhood round, as well as the Laity, make 
their chiefeſt Reſort, and according as they find the Notions and 
Practices of Miniſters in thoſe Places, they do moſt commonly frame 
their own. We have found that ill Men ſettled in thoſe Places have 


hereby had an Influence over their Brethren in the Neighbourhood to 
corrupt them in their Prineiples, and miſguide them in their Practices, 


and therefore were it ſo ordered that good Men were always placed 
in them, why might we not expect they would have as ſtrong an In- 


fluence on the other hand to guide them aright, and reform them? 


4thly, It would lay a Foundation for the likelieſt Method to reform 
the City of London, which is the great Foundation of Corruption, from 


whence hath flowa all that Deluge of Vice and Iniquity which doth+ 


at preſent in ſo large and lamentable a manner overflow this Land. 
For moſt of it there hath its Riſe from the Out-Pariſhes, where the 
People have ſcarce any Benefit either from Magiſtrate or Miniſter, 


the ordinary Magiſtrates there being moſtly ſuch, who inſtead of 


ſuppreſſing Vice and Debauchery look on themſelves, as appointed 
only to make Gain of their Places by licenſing and encouraging it; 

and the Miniſters too few for the fiftieth part of the Inhabitants. For 
ſome of thoſe Pariſhes are fo large, that ſhould all the Inhabitants. 
come to the Pariſh Church, there would not be room for them there- 


in their turns above once in a Vear. So it is in the Pariſh of Sepney, and 
ſo it is in the Pariſh of St. Giles Cripplegate, and ſo in ſome proportion 


ia moſt of the other-Out-Pariſhes, from whence it comes to pals, that 


abundance of People living in thoſe Pariſhes are as much Strangers to- 


Religion, and all the Power and Iafluence thereof, as any of the Hea- 
thens, either in the Eaſt or the Meſt- Indies, and need as much the care 


of the Society de propag ando Evangelio to convert them, as any of 1 ; 
f And 
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A Vindicationof 
And this being the caſe of thoſe Pariſhes;. what elfe can be expected 


but that all manner of Vice and Iniquity ſhould there abound; where 


there is neither Law nor Religion to reſtrain it; But were there the 
ſame Law for theſe Out-Pariſhes, that there is for the Body of the 
City, and the Houſes without the Liberties made pay the ſame Com- 
poſition in lieu of Perſonal Tithes for the Maintenance of their Mini- 
ſters, as they are within, then every 150, or 2co Houſes at moſt; would 
be able to maintain a Miaiſter, a Lecturer, and a Reader. And were 


theſe vaſt Pariſhes divided into many, then the Miniſter's Care might 


be large enough for all his People, and everyone of them partake of 
the Benefits of his Miniſtry. And were theſe Pariſhes, being thus con- 


ſtituted, diſtributed into Wards, in the ſame manner as iu the City, 


nutting two or three of them into a Ward, and a proper Magiſtrat⸗ 
appointed with the Authority of a Juſtice of the Peace over every 
Ward, out of the worthieſt and moſt ſubſtantial of the Inhabitants, 


ſuch an one as would really ſuppreſs Vice, and not licenſe and encou- 


rage it for Gain; we might then hope from the Miniſter and the Ma- 
giſtrate thus joined in the Work a thorough Reformation of Man- 
ners in the corrupteſt parts of the City. And how much this would 


have an Influence to reform the whole Nation alſo, is eaſy to be diſ- 


cerned, And till this Method be taken, it is ſcarce voſſible to con- 


ceive auy other way whereby it can be effected. 


5thly, It will be:the certaineſt way to make the whole State of the 
Land to flouriſh. Solomon telleth us, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, 
and the: Ex perience of all Ages hath juſtified the Truth hereof: For 
Vice, Wickedneſs;. and unrighteous Dealings among Men, ate great 


Diſeaſes in any State, and whenever they prevail introduce ſuch Diſ- 


orders into its whole Oeconamy, as will ſoon make it languiſn and de- 
cay. But where Righteouſneſs, Virtue, and Sobriety do flouriſh, they 
bring all things to their due craſis, and always eſtabliſn the ſoundeſt 
State of Health and Vigor in the publickBody.of theCommon- wealth. 


And in whatſoever. People or Nation there is moſt: of this, there 


always ſhall we find them moſt happy within themſelves, and moſt 
formidable to all others that would riſe up againſt them. And what is 
there that can more poweriully preſs upon Men theſe Duties, or more 
itrongly oblige them to the obſervance of them, than the holy Chri- 
ſtian Religion which we profeſs? And therefore what method is there 
that can be mare effectual for the inducing of all Men to the Practice 
of them, than the ſettling of a ſufficient and able Miniſtry in all Places 
to ĩaſtruct them herein? But how can this be, as long as the Cities 
and greater Towns of the Realm be ſo ill provided with a Mainte- 
nance for them? Let this Fault be mended either in the manner which 


have propoſed, or any way elſe, as the Government of the Nation 


ſhall think fit, and then the Goſpel of jeſus Chriſt being fully preach d 
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unto our People, it will have its full Power and Influence over them, 
to make Piety, Righteouſneſs, Sobriety, and every Virtue to flouriſh in 


our Land, and whenever they do ſo, they will become the moſt effſe- 


Quialimeans to make every thing elſe among us to flouriſh alſo. 
And to remove ſuch Abnſes; and gain ſuch Benefits to the Publick- 


Gocd of the whole Realm, as I have here mentioned, is certainly 


Cauſe enough for the Legiſlature of the Kingdom to interpoſe herein, 
them hereto. Z 

_ r::Becauſe the evil hath allproceeded from their ownAct, and there- 
fore it muſt lie at their Doors, till it be retormed. It is indeed a Cor- 


and that they ſnould do ſo, there are theſe Reaſons eſpecially obliging 


ruption of the Law which theyneverintended. For in theStatute of the 


2d. and 3d. of KiEdwaraVI. they do enact and confirm the Payment of 


Perſonal Tithes in as full and expreſs Words as can well be deviſed; 
and by virtue hereof in all Places where they were uſed to be paid 


within forty Vears before, they are ſtill as much due by the Law of 


the Land, as any other Tithes whatſoever. But they having taken a- 


way the Oath, whereby only they could be proved, Advantage hath 
been taken hereof to ſubſt ract them ever ſince. And this being the on- 
ly reaſon that now they are no more paid, or any thing elſe in lieu of 


them, it is manifeſtly a corrupt Practice contrary to Law. But how- - 


ever ſince they that made the Law, are bound to reform all the Cor- 
ruptions of it, they cannot be excuſed till this be done. acknowledge 
no Law can be made, how good and right ſoever it be, which wicked 


and corrupt Men will not find ways to pervert, or fruſtrate, neither 


is it within the Power of humane Foreſight fully to provide againſt it. 
But when the Corruptions do appear, and the Flaw becomes diſco- 
vered by the evil Practices that follow, then thoſe who made the Law 
are bound to interpoſe their Authority to remedy the Fault, and pre- 
vent all the ill Conſequences of it, otherwiſe they make it their own. 
For not to reform the evil in this caſe, is to approve it; and altho? 


they never deſigned it in the Original Draught, yet it they permit it 


to continue without Check or Amendment, when it is fully ſeen and 


diſcovered, they then owa it by ſuffering it, and do in conſequence . 


make themſelves as much the Authors of it, as if they had really been 


ſo in the firſt intent of the Law it ſelf, and muſt be altogether as much 
anſwerable to the SupremeGovernour of all things tor the Iniquity of 
it. And therefore allowing that the Subſtraction of Perſonal Tithes 
by virtue of the Statute of King Edward the Sixth was not intended. 


by the Law, but is a meer Corruption of it (as moſt certainly it is) 
that is reaſon enough why it ſhould be no longer born. And it being a 


Corruption of that high Nature, that itdeprives God of his Worſhip, 


and his Miniſters of their Rights, makes fo many of the People of the 


Land Sacrilegious, and draws after it all the other ill Conſequences - 
which. 
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which 1 have above-mentioned, it certainly makes it in the higheſt 
manner the Duty of thoſe who have Authority'over the Laws, to re- 


form and amend it. And both the Nature of their Truſt, and the 


Heinouſneſs of the thing it ſelf, call lowdly upon them for it; and 


till they have done this, they approve of the Evil by ſuffering it, and 
conſequently involve themſelves in all the Guilt thereof. 


2. Since it is on all hands allowed that a Competency for the Sup- 


port of God's Miniſters is due by God's Law, it is the Duty of the 


Supreme Government in every Chriſtian State to ſet apart this Com- 
petency, and preſerve it, when ſo ſet apart, from being by any Cor- 
ruption or Injuſtice diverted from the end intended. And how much 
then muſt they fail of this Duty, if chey fail of doing ſo ia thoſe Cities 
and larger Towns, where there is the moſt need of it? Here theService 
of God muſt ſuffer moſt for the want of it,and therefore here certain- 


ly it muſt be the greateſt branch of Duty to ſuffer this want to be. 


3. It would at this time be a very ſuitable and fitting Offering for 
us to make unto God for the great Mercies which he hath vouchſated 
unto us. What great things God hath done for us ſince her Majeſty's 
happy Acceſſion to the Throne, we all kaow. In many Ages we have 
not received the like Succeſs in War, or ſcarce hath there been any 
Age, in which by reaſon of the Greatneſs of our Dangers we ſtood 
in more need of it to fave us from Ruin. And when God hath done ſo 
much for us, it is a very proper time for us to do ſomething for him 
in the promoting of his Honour and Glory among us. This hath ex- 
ceedingly ſuffered in our Land, by the impropriating of Predial and 
Mixed Tithes, and the taking away of Perſonal Tithes which were 


devoted to the Support hereof, and both of theſe are great Blots on 


the times in which they were done. For hereby the Portion ſet apart 
for the Miniſters of Religion being either wholly withdrawn, or 
greatly diminiſhed,God's Harveſt hath ever ſince wanted in too many 
Places of this-Realm ſufficient Labourers to work therein, that which 
this Sacrilege hath left in thoſe Places being for the moſt part too 
little either to maintain them in this Work, or put them in a capacity 
of doing it with tuat Succeſs which is neceſſary. The Queen's Majeſty's 
tate Bounty to the Church hath laid a very good Foundation for the 
redeeming again of Impropriatioas to it; were this Bounty wholly 


appropriated tnereto, and to a better uſe I am poſitive to ſay it can- 


not be applied, and having the Honour to be one of the Commiſſioners 
for the Diſpoſal of this Bounty, I have the more right to declare my 
Judgment herein. If it be diſtributed in Penſions, it will better only 
{ome ſingle Perſons, but leave the Church in the ſame ſtate of defici- 
ency for God's Service which it was in before. But if it be laid out for 
the buy ing in of Impropriations again tothe Pariſh Churches, from 
which they have been alienated, it is ſufficient to buy in twenty or 
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thirty of them every Year, and if thus Year by Year the Work be car- 


ried on, it will every Year help to deliver us from the greateſt Miſchief . 


which the Church hath groaned under fince the time of the Reforma- 


tion, and in proceſs of time will wholly remove it from us. And if the 


Forfeitures of all thoſe Lands, and other Donations, which are given 
contrary to Law for the maintaining of Popiſh Prieſts here, and Popiſh 
Monaſteries and Convents beyond Sea, were all taken by the Govern- 
ment, and aſſigned to the ſame uſe, the whole Work would be ſoon 


done, and the Church again reſtored to that Competency of Revenue 


which is neceſſary for it. Theſe Donations now in the har.ds of the 
Popiſh Party for thoſe ſuperſtitious and unlawful ends are computed 
by ſuch as can gueſs beſt of the matter, to amount in value to at leaſt 
a Million of Money. And it being by this Fund that they are enabled 
to carry on their dark and helliſh Deſigns, whereby they are conti- 
nually working for the Subverſion both of our Church and State, we 
can never be ſafe as to either, till it be whoily taken from them. And 
ſince they were the Popiſh Clergy that gave the handle for this Alie- 
nation of Tithes by their baving firſt appropriated them to their Mo- 
naſteries and Convents, I think this Wealth of theirs cannot be more 
roperly imployed, than for the remedying of the Evil which they 
ave occaſioned. And altho' it were deſigned, like theCenſers of Korah 
and his Company, for the offering up of falſe Incenſe unto the Lord, 
yet ſince it hath been conſecrated toGod's Altar, it is fitteſt that it 
ſhould with them for a better uſe be nailed thereto, i 
Her Majeſty's Piety in making this Offering unto God, I doubt not 
hath been a very powerful means to obtain for us that Bleſſing from 
God, which we have received from him in the great Succeſs of ourAf- 
fairs this laſt Year. And I know nothing the States of the Kingdom can 
do more effetaally for the ſecuring of the continuance of this Bleſſing 
unto us, than to follow her Majeſty's pious Example herein. And what 
Offering of this Nature can be more proper and acceptable than that 
which I have here propoſed, of reſtoring in theCities ard larger Towns 
of this Realm thoſe Means whereby God's Worſhip may be there car- 
ried on, his holy Religion promoted, and the Souls of Men taken care 


of in ſuch manner as they ought. It is by Fraud and the Perverſion of 


Law that they have been taken away, and there are no Places in the 
Kingdom where they are more needed, or where Religion ſuffers 
more for the want of them, and they being the Places which moſt of 
the Members of the Houſe of Commons ſerve for, they are the more 
concerned to take care of them. And what is there that they can do 
more effectually for their Beneſit, than to provide that Religion be re- 
ſtored to its due efficacy among them? To ſettle able and ſufficient Mi- 
niſters in thoſe Places, is the only way whereby this can be effected; 
and in order thereto there mult be a proper and ſufficient Main- 
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done, and it is the juſteſt Method that can be taken herein, becauſearis.no 
more than aReſtoration of what is unjuſtly detained. lt is not a luxurious r 
nompovs Maintenance, which I move for, or ſuch an Augmentation of Rey 
venue, as ſhall enable them to enrich their Families, and leave Eſtates belgnd 0 
them to their Heirs, but only ſuch a Proviſion as is neceſſary fox the carrying 
on of God's Work entruſted in their Hands, and the putting of them in ſuch a 
State and Condition of living, as may enable them to labour therein with that 
= Succeſs which is requiſite. Por there is no other Intereſt I am concerned for 
| in this Matter, than the true Intereſt of the Church of God, which doth not 
conſiſt in the Greatneſs, Riches, Pomp, or ſecular Power of theClergy,but inthe 
Advancement of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, to bring Men out of Darkneſs 
into Light, and from the Power of Satan unto Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of 
Life, Kod when this hath the greateſt Power over the Lives of Men to makes 
them holy, righteous, and good, and influenceth the greateſt number of them 
to be ſo, then is the Intereſt of the Church always at the greateſt height, and in 
the beſt and moſt flouriſhing State of Proſperity, whatever its other Circum- 
ſtances may be. And where this effect is moſt wanting, there the Church, not- 
withſtanding all the external Riches, Power, and Grandure, it may be endowed 
with, is always in the loweſt and worſt Condition. But that the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt may always work this bleſſed effect among us, and thereby make our 
Church truly glorious and flourithing, there muſt be Miniſters to preach and 
(a) Ren. propagate it in our Land. For (a) faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
10. 17. J God; and therefore if this Word be not preached, how can it be heard? and 
if it be not heard, how can it produce in us the true Faith of Chriſt, or ever 
make it fruitful in us to all thoſe good Works which are neceſſary for ever 
laſting Life? Miniſters therefore are the neceſſary Inſtruments whereby this 
great Work is to be carried on, and that there may be Miniſters for this pur-, 
poſe, there muſt be a competent Maintenance provided for them to maintain 
and ſupport them init, otherwiſe they will not be able to attend thereto as they 
ought, and diſcharge their Duty in it with that thorough Succeſs as is required. 
And that ſuch a competent Maintenance be provided for them, the very na- 
ture of the thing it ſelf makes it abſolutely neceſſary, and the Law of God doth 
alſo poſitively command it. And to make the Maintenance provided to be thus 
competent it muſt be ſuch as ſhall be ſufficient to anſwer its end in all the 
Particulars I haveabove-mentioned,otherwiſe it will not come up to the rea- 
ſon of its Appointment, or the fulfilling of that Law of God, which commands 
it to be provided for them. For as the Church may be ſurteited by a too plen- 
tiful and luxurious Proviſion, fo may it be ſtarved to death for want of a com- 
petentone, That this Coinpetency of Maintenance hath been wanting in the | 
Citics and larger Towns of this Realm ever ſince the withdrawing of Perſo- 
na! Tithes, and that hereby the Law of God is broken,hisWorflip inſufficient» - | 
ly provided for, and the Souls of Men negle&ed in them, is that which we 
complain of. And that this Deficiency may be ſupplied, and a Maintenance 
| for God's Miniſters ſettled in all chofs Places in ſuch a competent and ſuffi- 
3 cient manner, as that God's Law may be obſerved in this particular, his Wor- 
Fo ihip duly provided for, and the Souls of Men thoroughly taken care of, is all 
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venue, as ſhall enable them to enrich their Families, and leave Eſtates behind 
4...» themto their Heirs, but only ſuch a Proviſion-as is neceſſary for che carrying 
9e of God's Work entruſted in their Hands, and the putting of them in ſuch 4 
State and Condition of living, as may enable them to labour therein w that 
Succeſs which is requiſite. For there is no other Intereſt Tam concerned of 
in this Matter, than the true Intereſt of the Church of God, which doth noee 
conſiſt in the Greatneſs, Riches, Pomp, or fecular Power of the Clergy, but inithæ 
Advancement of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, to bring Men out of Darkne 
into Light, and from the Power of Satan unto Elolineſs and Righteouſneſs of 
Life. And when this hath the greateft Power over the Lives of Men ta mag 
chem holy, righteous, and wt and influenceth the greateſt number of chem 
to be ſo, then is the Intereſt of the Church always at the greateſt height, and in 
the beſt and moſt flouriſhing State of Proſperity, whatever its other Circa ” 
| ances may be. And where this effect is moſt wanting, there the Church, dt? 
withſtanding all the external Riches, Power, and Grandure, it may be endowed 
With, is always in the loweſt and worſt Condition. But that the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt may always work this bleſſed effect among us, and thereby make out 
Church truly glorious and flouriſhing, there muſt be Miniſters to preach and 
% Rem, Propapate it in our Land. For (a) faith comes by hearing, ani hearing bythe nord 
ro. 17. J Cod and therefore if this Word be not preached, how can it be heard? and 
if it be not heard, how can it produce in us the true Faith of Chr 8 
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